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This art has survived mainly in sculptural forms. partlv in stone. partly

In Stucco or N;lxtgr. dndu ;\:'!i_\ In clay. Most of the stone “!lipl'\:rc\ are

carved in a xind of soft bluish stone, called schist. which Is found mostly

in Gandhara. Its comparatively high Survival value tended to concentrate
attention upon it. Far more widely spread In space, and probably in time,
IS the equivalent sculpture in stucco and clay, which is found not only |

Gandhara, but far afield along the arterial routes that Buddhist monks
shared with the traders throuch the Hindu Kush and Turkestan. I
Afganistan the best-known source of this sculpture, mostly in stucco but

sometimes in stone, is Hadda, six miles south of modern Jalalabad, where

there was a large Buddhist monastic settiement. Another monastery, as far

as Kunduz, has produced similar stuccos. It is ¢asy to understand that the
stucco-medium by reason of its easy manipulation, is associated with a

greater range and vividness of expression then the stonework; and, on the

other hand, that this facility and the possibility of using moulds. encouraged

mass production, particularly in the later and more decadent phases.

when the use of the more laborious stone may have died out.

S|
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Unfortunately, none of these bears a date in any known era. nor does

consideration of style enable us to determine their chronological sequence
with any approach to accuracy.

The question that confronts is as to who made the first statue of Bnddha
and when? It is alieged by some that it was under the lavish patronage
of the Scythian kings that the School of Gandhara came into being. The
representation of a Buddha on a coin of Maues, who reigned from c.80
to 38 B.C. seems now certain enough. The humped - bull on its reverse
shows that both were minted at Pushkalavati, the capital of Gandhara.
Maues,after conquering Gandhara. wanted to assure his new subjects that
he respected their relgious susceptibiiities- Later on when Kajula Kadphises
came to power,he struck a series of coins which shows on the obverse
a scated Buddha with one hand raised in benediction. Maues conquest

of Gandhara was not earlier or much later than 70 B. C.. and the

Buddha statue must have been well-established before he issued his coins

with the legend. This dates the Gandhara Buddha to the carly part of

the fist century B. C. at the latest. There is no doubt, as mentioned

above, that the art owed its origin to the Greek settlers in Bactria.

'hough the ‘echnique was borrowed, the art was essentially local in

~
spirit, and 1t was closely employed to give expression to the beliefs and
practices of the Buddhists.
I'he first Greek artist, who decided to represent Buddha by a figure
may or may not have kncwn or even cared whether Buddha had been a

‘

man or a god. Being a Greek he only knew one way of representing him that

is in human form, probably an imitation of a Greek god like Apollo. The

successive steos from the Greek Apollo to the Gandhara Buddha have often

been traced. It may have been the reason why the Buddhists of Gandhara

began to want the lives of Buddha glorified in stone or why they acquiesed

in and took up the methods of the Greek artists, who could only represent

Buddha as they represented their own gods in human forms.
: ) t
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sweeping changes were made possible and found full expression under the
benevolent patronage of Kanishka the Great. It was under him that the

centre of Budcdhism shifted from its birth-place to Gandhara. His patron-

age,undoubtedly gave a renewed stimulus to the spread of that religion
as well as to the Buddhist art in the vast Kushan empire,whence they found

therr way into China and other tar Eastern countries.What was lacking was

any comprehensive tradition in which to express the new obserxance: and
it was here that the Western art came to the rescue. In the Roman Empire

the figures of the emperor and some notables had already emerged as a

dominat feature of an artistic composition. Now this and some of the
other details were skilfully adapted to the Buddhist problem. Figures clad
in Western clothing, or a Roman toga,garlanded Apollos,Minervas,even an

occasional scene from the Western legend, such as that of the Trojan

horse and the state arrival or departure of a Roman emperor, found their

way into the sculptors’ workshop of Gandhara and the adjacent regions.

Thent they were transmuted by the Buddhist craftsmen and given a Budhist
context. The fact that the region had previously been ruled by the Graeco-

Bactrian kings paved the way for the Greek influence as well.

We are not quite sure of the teginnings of this famous school of art.
According to some writers it originated as early as the 2nd century B. C.

in Gandhara itself. Subsequent discoveries by M. Hackin of the French

Archaeological Mission to Afghanistan in 1936 at Kunduz, and by Russian
archaeologists, Mr. and Mrs. Traiver, in the vicinity of Tirmiz, trace the

School in Bactria. In his acticle entitled “L’art Greco - Bactrien et l'art

Greco-Buddique de la Bactriane” .M. Hackin tries to prove that this art

originated at Bactria, and later on at the end of the first century and at

the beginning of the second century A. D., particularly in the reign of
Kanishka at Gandhara, when there was a large influx of the artists into

Gandhara from the Roman Empire.

It was certainly during the rule of the Kushan kings that majority of

the sculptures were produced, which have made it so famous in history.
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Forty years after the death of Asoka the Great, the Bactrian armies of

Demetrius crossed the Hindu Kush into castern Afghanistan and paved
the way for Greek culture as an independent Greek rule, which remained
paramount in that part of the country for nearly a hundred years, and

lingered on still longer in the remote hilly districts of Aflghanistan. The

antiquities which these Graeco - Bactrian Kkings bave bequeathed to us are
not numerous, but one and all consistently bear witness to the strong hold
which Hellenistic art must have had upon this part of the country. Of
these, most instructive, perhaps, are the coins, the stylistic history of which
is singulariy lucid and coherent. In the earliest examples every feature is

Hellenistic, the standard of these coins, their legends and mythology are

all Greek in character, and designed with a grace and beauty reminiscent
ol the schools of Praxtiteles or Lysippus. With the spread of the Graeco -
Bactrian rule south of the Hindu Kush, the Greek standard and mythology
gradually give place to those more suited to the needs of the local people.
Bilingual legends become customary, and gradually other Hellenistic influ-
ence disappears. The process of degeneration continues, and the portraits
lose their freshness and vigour. Nevertheles, 't may be taken as a general
maxim that the carlier they are the more nearly they approximate in style

to Hollenistic works.

Nor does this numismatic evidence stand alone. It is also endorsed by
other antiquities of this age which have come down to us. Of the buildings
of the Graeco - Boctrian kings themselves practica'ly no remains have yet
been brought to light with the es exception of a few unembellished walls

of some dwelling houses, in which Hellenistic elements are in complete

preponderance over the Oriental. It is presumed that the ornamentation
of the stupas of this period was inspired by the “Corinthian order”,
modified by the addition of Indian motifs. Similarly, other arts of this

period derived theit inspiration from the Hellenistic School.

There is no doubt that the Roman trade with the Kushan empire carried
with it not only goods and ideas bul also objects of fine arts and crafts-
manship,which had a great influence on the local arts,and this may safely

be said the by-product of the Kushan commerce with the West. These



THE GRAECO-BUDHTST ART
OF GANDHAR A
by Mohammed Al

A great mass of sculptures and reliefs discovered from the various sites
of Eastern Aryana is now known by the name of the Graeco-Buddhist
Art of Gandhara . They consist mostly of images of Buddha and relief-
sculptures representing scenes from Buddhist texts. The art owes its
origin to the Graeco-Bactrian rulers of Afghanistan. But though the tech-
nique IS borrowed from the Greeks. the art itsell 1s essentially local in
spirit and is emploved to give expression to the beliefs and practices of
the Buddha. Practically everything excavated so far is an illustration of the
life and previous lives of that great teacher.

Gandhara is the term applied to the lower Kabul valley. comprising the
districts of Nangrahar (modern Jalalabad), Purushunura (Peshawar), Push-
kalavati (Charsadah), and Swat. The influence of Gandhara art has been
traced throughout modern Afghanistan as far as Bamian and Kunduz, and
even further north into Central Asia and Turkestan. The content of the
art i1s purely Buddhist, though the form at the start i< largely Hellenistic,
and commonplace Greek motives are freely used as decorations. But with
the passage of time Greek influence !ecomes less and is rcplaced by the
Gracco - Roman West, and sometimes the two arts overlap each other.

Here in Aryana Buddhism underwent a great change and absorbed many
clements of foreign culture. The primitive Bauddhism, as alrcady stated w as

'

a system of practical morals combined with 4 lencer regard for the sanctity
of all living creatures. Greek as well as other . foreign influences
stimulated mythology and imagery. Hellenisti: culture in the second century
B.C., led to the development of a new school of art - Duddhist.. Bactria

played an important role in this connection.
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