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No. 1-2 Adab 5=

(We are like tulips, smiling during short span of life.
Watch the candle how it weeps over its life).
Beseeching the heartless sweetheart not to break away from him, Ghalib
imploringly says:

P e S G e WL Sl

O, do not break away from me;
Let there be hostility if nothing else .
Khushal Khattak, poor soul, was also content if the damsel showered
rebukes instead of affection upon him. Said he:
| i3 » - - B0 e s J
(Let alone words of love and attachment ;
[ will be happy even if you are pleased to rebuke me.)

Complaining against his beloved’s disregard for his agony, Ghalib cried out:
05,5 Kl LR S S ) 0 095 (509
IR dad0 g g o8 (b o C oy
Khushal Kattak seconded him in his statement, thus:
| 4 pas \gji:)b:b/,‘x})}}ﬁ-ulua.( «‘/.ij«ir.:\’«:d):i-y_éo)y'ﬁq
And again, Ghalib in one of his poems declared:

|20 @l = g3mih LGS L Sl 5
Said K hushal Khattak:

"s P P S T UA-L?-‘\:.\,U-." PO R T Y . N St I T Y T Y
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Asadulla Khan Ghalib and Khushal Khan Khattak are no more, but so long
as a single Indian and a single Afghan lives and his vocal chords are intact, the
Ghazales of Ghalib and Khushal Khattak will be heard from the verdant plains of
India to the snow-capped mountains of Afghanistan and these two peerless poets of
the two countries, even though dead physically, will yet remain alive 1n spirit.
Conquerors, statesmen and great rulers come and go to be buried in the pages of
history, but poets of Ghalib’s and Khaushal Khattak’s calibre remain alive and
immortal. Their message is the message of perpetual youth, of love and selflessness,
of faith and tolerance, and last but not the least, of the universal brotherhood of
mankind. Blessed are such men and blessed be those who follow in their footsteps.
['hank you.
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( Love cannot be controlled; it is a fire which cannot be ignited, but once afllame, it
cannot be doused.)

Khushal Khattak in no better condition said *
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(Love,s hidden flames spare neither grass nor fireweed:
Love 1s not a matter for thought or counsel ;
It strikes with a single glance and a spoken word).

Reminding us that life and sorrow are two meanings of the same thing, Ghalib

Savs.
haing o S e - -
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(Since life’s shackles and sorrow’s chains areoue and the same thing;
Why then should a person escape sorrow before death ?)
Khushal Khattak joins him by saying:
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(Happiness and sorrow in the world go together;

Laughs are soon followed by crying.)

Bewailing the mevitability of death and the unbroken chain of woes which life
1S, Ghalibsaid:
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(What can cure the woes of life, but death.
I'he candle burns in one manner or another till daybreak).
Khushal Khattak, as if he anticipated these thoughts two centuries earlier,
Spoke in a similar vein:
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(If I were to become infamous after death;
Why didn’t I drown in the sea,
Which would have necessitated neither a funeral nor a tomb.)

Khuskal Khan Khattak, on the other hand, proclaims:

\:uxe\#; ?.l,\- s ('.L’Az- ﬁ\;;-ﬂ‘\%ba)
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(I am the one, who, when | take up my pen,
Is watched by the Scribe of the heavens, Mercury to see what I write.
And on the battlefield when heads start flying,
You will still find my steed victorious).

Ghalib s all modesty and romance while Khushal is fire and brimstone. Even
then, as | have already, stated both stalwarts, in their lyrical poety, adopt the same
tender approach in matters affecting their heart. With misty eyes they complain against
the cruelty of the beloved and with the love-stricken soul’s traditional submissive-
ness, they face Fate and its unkind cuts. Since a detailed comparison between the
work of Ghalib and Khushal Khan Khattak in a short essay as this is out of the
question, therefore I will try to give here a few examples of their poc.ry with empha-
sis on the resemblance between the two.

Deploring death, and that too, of the young and the beautiful, both poets
cry out together. Says Ghalib:

—_ < — I\t
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Khushal, as if in answer, repeats:
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Seeking safery from the intensity of love and its flaming touch Ghalib wrote:
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apart, yet they shared in one way or another the same tribulations and heartaches
and were the product of similar social backgrounds. While Khushal Khan Khattak
priding himself on his martial qualities, said:

| . . | = ., - . ”. a® . "
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(- Py o
which translated means:

My sword I girt upon my thigh,

l'o guard the Afghan’s fame.

Its champion in this age am I,

The Khattak Khan, Khushal my name.

Ghalib, also a soldier by birth, does not lag behind and growls:

. ' 32 T
AT S F A 35 e g S

A soldier by profeession am I since a hundred generations.

To be a poet is not a source of honour to me.

It is also a significant coincidence that both poets were born and lived at a
very critical time in the history of their nations. Khushal Khan. who opposed
bitterly and to the end of his life the encroaching Mogul Empire in Afghanistan,
has at every step either cursed the Mogul invader or belaboured the Afghans for
disunity in their ranks and unpardonable complacence in the face of the enemy. In

one place K hushal Khattak, carried away by anger and frustration. bursts out

X PO .,.1','." § o Ml ! ‘(s elRa’ v AL R e
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(Nothing can be seen at this stage.,
Except that either the Mogul is destroyed or the Pakhtun stays miserable.)
On the other hand Ghalib, a descendant of the Moguls. found himself in
a similar predicament 185 vears later and wailed :
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(Now that every English soldier is a power unto himself,

One is terrified to death on leaving home for the Bazaar.

While going through their Dewans or collections of poetry, one is struck
by the similarity of the thoughts and intensity of feelings shared by both pocts.
There are, however, certain fundamental differences between their outlook on life.
While Ghalib, after a deeper study of his poetry, appears to be prone to a depression
born of adversity, Khushal Khan Khattak. even though in no better circumstances.
remains aggressively alive and demanding. Ghalib in utter despair voices aloud his
complaint against an unkind fate, but Khushal taunts Heavens and Earth and dares
them to do their worst. Ghalib says:
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF GHALIB AND

KHUSHAL KHAN KHATTAK
By

Mr. M. IbrahiM Sharifi

Among the brilliant stars on the literary firmament of India none stands out
with a greater lustre and none had influenced the literary trends in the
more profoundly than Mirza Asadulla Khan Ghalib.

From the authors of the Vedas and Upanishads down to the great Kalidasa and
then on Amis and Dabeer, Mir Taqi, Nasikh, Momin, Zauqg, Insha and Mirza
Dagh, no one 1n the sub-continent of India has ever attained the stature and
popularity of Ghalib and his lyrical poetry in Undu.

'he sccret of Ghalib’s poetry lies not in the idinn‘~ met r;‘ ors and similes
employed 1n his poetry, which from the scholarly and lingui: C P oints of view may
be permissible and even worthy of admiration, but to the man-in-the-street such
things are for above his copmprehension. We know of many great poets not only in
India, but also in Afghanistan and Iran, whose poetry has proved of hmie;-\l Interest

h

to a few high-brow admirers and intellectuals. On the contrarv. the bulk of Ghalib’s

compositions like those of Khushal Khan Khattak in \!""Hn‘\i'i'l and Hafiz in

Iran are in simple and yet impressive language—language which touches the heart
tickles the intellect and exhilarates the soul.
o some any comparison between Khushal Khan Khattak, Afghan warrior-

~hci"l'1in and Asadulla Khan Ghalib, an easy-going Mogul w\mu it may perhaps
appear as a far-fetched idea, lml t must be remembered that even though they were
born in two different countriesi, indifferent environments and ZI."'X'.'} two centuries
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