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No—1

————————

in spite of its infant stage
of about 25 years it has
been successful in revealing
at least a bare tentative out-
line of CHRONO—CULTU-
RAIL sequence of Man and
his biological, technological
and cultural development
from the Lower Palaeolithic

through the Neolithic. But
this outline is just in the

nature of a skeleton to wh-
om flesh and blood is to

given by future researches

in the form of solutions of
various problems like the
origin, source and relation-

ship of Lower, Middle, Up-
per Palaeolithic, Mesolithic
and Neolithic cultures of
Afghanistan. Systematic ex-
cavations are needed to ba-
se our whole concept of Pa-
laeolithic and Neolithic Man
in Afghanistan on sound
historical principles on the

hasis of multi-disciplinary
approach. The adoption of
European terminology
how far justified is to bhe
seen. An indigenous termi-
nology is to be evolved and
correlated with  European
and other Asian terminolo-
gies. Thus a great task and
destiny lay before the pre.
historians in Afghanistan.

1S
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G.P. 4 yielded a much gr-
gater quantities of obsidian
cores, retouched pieces and
waste than G.P. 2. On tech-
nological anq typological
factors an earlier chorono-
logical placement is hinted
at. It may have been an ex-
cellent camp—site for pre-
historic man. It is also a
microblade Mdustry but no
blades or bladelets were re-
ported. Two burins were
also found. As pointed out
by Dupree G.P. 4 obsidian
industry relates to an epi-
palaeolithic facies. Dupree
has rightly suggested that
the discovery of two obsid-
ian sites and the Hill fort-
ress are significant additi-
ons to the variety of pre-his-
toric cultures in Afghanist-
an. The presence of an uni-
que microlithic obsidian
industry (possibly epi-pala-
eolithic) raises several qu-
estions about the eyolution
of Tithic technology in Af-
ghanistan such as the sour-
ce of obsidian, cause for
the absence of it in earlier
excavated prehistoric sites.
It is rightly suggested that
further exploration and ex-
cavations are required to
determine the ecological and
cultural factors,

It 1s desired that the re-
lationship between the mic
rolithic epi— Palaeolithic
micro—blade technique may
be established with similar
techniques from the epi—
palaeolithic of North Afg-
hanistan. Tt woulg be still
better if the whole culture-
Complex of Dasht—i—Na-
wur may be compared with
With similar complex from
Other sites in Central Asia,

Historiographical...

.~ ——

Iran, Iraq and Indo-Pak
sub-cont:ment, The cent-
ral approach of Dupree’s
paper is anthropological wh-
ich should be supplemented
with historical approach.

4. 1976

Shaeffer Jim G., Neolithic
Bronze Age Afghanistan,
AFGHANISTAN, Vol, 29,
No. 3 pp. 73-83.

The purpose of the paper
is to focus upon recent de-
velopments in Neolithic-Br-
onze Age archaeology of
Afghanistan since 1970. Fr-
om the point of view of pre-
historic archaeology (Stone
Age Archaeology) the paper
takes up the question of the
domestication of animals
and suggests that Afghanis-
tan might have been in the
so called ‘nuclear region’ of
this revolutionary phenom-
enon and it may not have
received it from outside via
some diffusionary ‘mecha-
nism, as is evidenced by the
finds at Ghar—i—Mar and
Ghar—i—Asp (8000— 50000
B.C.). The rest of the arti-
cle is concerned with the
Bronze Age in Afghanistan.

85. 1977

Allchin R.. and Hammond
N., ed. THE ARCHAEOLO-
GY OF AFGHANISTAN,
Academic Press, London
(in the press). It is a colle-
ction of a few pa-
pers on the pre-
historic, protohistoric and
historic archaeology of Af-
ghanistan. It includes pap-
ers on prehistoric finds su-
ch as the upper Palaeolithic
at Kok Jar, near Aibak, Sa-
mangan. It would be possi-
ble to review it after it is

out,
86. 1577

Dupree, N. H., Archaeolo-
gical Research in Afghanis
tan, (ENCYCLOPAEDIA
PERSICA, Tehran, in the
press) a brief popular rev-
iew of archaeological resear-
c¢h in Afghanistan from
(1922—1975) the period of
travellers with antiquarian
interest hke Moorcroft
(1822), Burnes, (Gerard,
Mohanlal, Honiberger (18-
32), Charles Masson (1834-
37) through the French
monopoly  period, 1922
1950, to the period of multi-

national Archaeological Mi-
ssions, American, Italian, _
Russian, Japanese, Indian,

West German, British etc.
till 1975. with a brief select
bibliography, and archaeolo-
gical chart of prehistoric,
protohistoric, and historic
cultures of Afghanistan, Tt
is a very useful chart of si-
tes and works as well as
major references of archaeo-
logy of Afghanistan. How-
ever, one glaring ommiss-
ion is the absence of any
reference to the British
survey of northern Afgha-
nistan and finding of Upper
Palaeolithic at Coon’s Kara
Kamar and two new sites
near Dupree’s Aq Kupruk.
The Middle Mousterian In-
dustry found by British Ac-
ademv and Cambridge Uni-
versity team has signific-
ant repurcussions on the qu-
estion of the evolution of
Stone Age Cultures in Af-
ghanistan.

The above historiographi-
cal review of prehistoric re-
search in Afghanistan will
leave no room for doubt th
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Dasht-1-Nawur
province. Du

alities near
in the Ghazni
ring 1972 trip several loca-
lities with possible lower
and Middle Palaeolithic as-
semblages were noted con-
centrated to the east and
north of the lake. In July,
1974, extensive collections
of implements were made
at four localities. The Lower
Palaeolithic, mainly quar-
tzite tools, consisted of the
following types: Large fla-
kes, Cores, Cleavers, Hand-
axes (bifacially worked tools
and “proto — hand —axes".
Tools occurred in clusters,
Middle Palaeolithic tools
were recovered from the
terraces north of the lake
in the tradition of Baba
Darwesh (Badakhshan) Mo-
usterian Middle Palaeolith-
ic. I'ts date may be as old
as 50.000 vears ago. They
are probably much later
than the Lower Palaeolith-
ic tool industry at Dasht-i-
Nawur. The Middle Pala-
eolithic mdustry at Dasht-i-
Nawur included TLevallois
flakes, side and round scra-
pers, points, and possibly
burins (engravers). The
material is an amorphous
black "flints” of Baba Dar-
wesh type. It is significant
to point that Lower Palaeo-
lithic have been found on
the upper terraces while the
Middle Palaeolithic
on the Yower terrace
fore full-scale
1S needed to

anamolous

occurs
There.

excavation
clarify this
situation ang to
know the genuineness of the
surface collection.

The relationshin hetween
the geological sequence and
cultural sequence could be
settled only after excavati-

Adab

ons. The finding of a pala-
colithic site in southern Af-
ghanistan as this site is, has
opened many new dimens-
ions to the prehistoric ar-
chaeology of Afghanistan
because so long only north-
ern Afghanistan was supp-
osed to be the home of the
Palaeolithic man where eco-
logical factors were condu-
sive to the emergence of
stone age man and his cul-
ture. But the discovery of
a stone age site in southern
Afghanistan with different
environment and ecology
may completely revolution-
1Zzé our views on man and
stone age cultures in Afgh-
anistan. Further it is towar-
ds the stone age sites of In-
do-Pak sub-continent  which
may have something to do
with the origin and nature
of stone age cultures in Af-
ghanistan as a whole.

81. 1975

Motamedi, Afghanistan’s
Prehistoric Period, ARY-
ANA. July - September,
1975 »n. 5562 (in Dari)

a popular account of prehis-
toric culture of Afeshanist-
an

82. 1976
Dupree, 1... Results of 32
Survey for Palaeolithic

Sites in Dasht-i-Nawur. Af-
GHANISTAN. Vol. 29 No
2 pp. 55-R3 (it is reprin-
teq from AFGHANISTAN
JOURNAL. Vol. 2/3 see
no. 80) with different illus-
trations

Dasht-i-Nawur. a wvoleano-
tectonic depression (Ghaz-
ni) have vielded Tower and
Middle Palaeolithic tools as
a result of surface—collec-
tion by Duprees in 1974 who-
se analysis throws much li-

No—1

ght on the Palaeolithic cul-
tures in south Afghanistan.
[t would be interesting to
compare the tool technolo-
gy of Dasht—j—Nawur Lo-
wer Palaeolithic with tho-
se from Hazar Sum and th-
ereby trace the environmen-
lal and cultural factors of
these two different reg-
ions. Similarly a comparison

of Dasht—i—Nawur Midd-
le Palaeolithic tool tech-
nology with those of Baba

Darwesh would bring inte-
restineg results.

83. 1976

Dupree, L., and Davis R.
S., New Prehistoric ILocali-
ties in the Dasht—i—Nawur.
AFGHANISTAN, Vol. 29,
No. 3 pp. 13-37.

Reports about the disco-
very of three important pre-
historic sites in the northern
part of the Dasht—i—Naw-
ur, 60 Km. west of Gharni.
While G.P. 3 (The Hi'l For-
tress) i3 connected with pro-
to-history, G.P. 2 and G.P. 4
are late Palaeolithic camp-
sites, G.P. 2 vieldeg obsid-
ian tools and chipping deb-
ris which may represent
the fir<t reported occurr-
ence of obsidian in a pre-
historic ccontext in Afghan-
istan. The G.P. 2 collection
can be characterised as a
bladelet and micro-blade in-
dustry with rare backed and
geometric elements. Little
manufacture took place at
the site...Jt may be tenta-
tively concluded that G.P. 2
tools represent a very late
epi—palaeohthic or perhaps
even an early Neolithic in
dustry. Perahps microliths

formed part of a projectile
system.
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(Ghar—i—Mar, Aq Kupr-
uk).

Ceramic Neolithic (Aq
Kupruk I & II).

“Goat—cult” Neolithic
(Darra—i1—Kur).

fhe whole approach of
Dupree is typically anthro-
pological which is primarily
interested in finding “patt-
erns’ in the cultural evolu-
tion rather than analysing
the ‘historical particularit-
ies’” of the prehistoric cul
tures. It is to be noted that
he has neglected the Low-
er Palaeolithic evidences at
Hazar Sum which came to
light as early as 1962 on
the ground that nothing has
come in print after the pre-
liminary report (see No.30)
Similarly the evidences of
Mesolithic and Neolithic #-
int implements from east—
west of Kelift, left bank of
Amu river, Balkh collected
by Soviet-Afghan team un-
der A. Vinogradov as early
as 1969 have not been given

its due place (see Krougli-
kova, 1., and Mustamindy
Ch., Resultats Preliminaries

des traaux de L’Expedition
Archaeologique Afghan—
Sovietiqueen, 1969, in Fr-
ch, AFGHANISTAN, Vol
XXIII, No. pp. 84—97 see
no. 56).

74. 1978

Sankalia, H.D., PREHIST-
ORY AND PROTOHITO-
RY OF INDIA AND PA-
KISTAN. Pune, 1978 pp.
313-317.

A basic review monogra-
ph on prehistoric archaeolo-
gy of the Indo-Pak sub-con-
tinent where the . leading
Indian archaeologist has
summarised prehistoric
materials in short

Historiographical...

which seen against the bac
ground of India-Pakistan
pre-history assumes mean-
ing and new perspective.
The parallel movements of
culture in Afghanistan and
Indo-Pak sub-continent rai-
ses many interesting prob-
lems of the origin and diffu-
sion or evolution of prehisto-
ric industries angd instituti-
ons in both the countries.
For example the late Mo-
untain Neolithic of Afgha-
nistan and Burzahom Neo-
lithic of India have many
cultural links. A svstematic
and detailed analysis of th-
ese common archaeological
traits may reiterate the bond
of friendship and goodwill
on sound scientific basis
between Afghanistan and
India.
75. 1974

Shaeffer, Jim G., The Pre-
history of Baluchistan, So-
me Interpretative Problem

ARCTIC ANTHROPOLOGY
SUPPLEMENT 1II. pp. 224
235.

raises some interpretative

problems in the prehistory
of Baluchistan— a region
which has great relevance

for the prehistoric archaeo-
logy of Afghanistan.
76. 1974

Dupree, L., and Davis R.
S., The Lithic and Bone Spe-
cimens from Aq Kupruk
and Darra —i— Kur,
AFGHANISTAN, Vol. 26,
Nno. 4 pp. 52-74 continued in
Vol. 27 No. T pp. 35—54 wi-
th lustrations. (It is rep-
roduced from TRANSACTI-
ONS OF THE AMERICAN
PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
Vol. 62 pt. 4 pp. 1432 (It is
the same as No. 61).
77. 1974

Marshack Alexander, Aq
Kupruk: Art and Symbols,
AFGHANISTAN, Vol. 27,
No. 3, (reproduced from
TRANSACTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHIC-
AL SOCIETY, Vol. 62 No.

4 pp. 66—T72).

For details and comments
see no. 65.
78. 1975

Dupree, L. and Kolb Cha-
rles, Ceramics from Aq Ku-

pruk, Darra—i—Kur and
Hazar Gusfand, AFGHAN-
ISTAN, Vol, 27, No. 4 pp.

47—69 (reproduced from
TRANSACTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHI-
CAL SOCIETY Vol. 62 Pt
4 pp. 33-42). For details and
comments see No. 62.
79. 1975

Angel J. Lawrence, A Mi-
ddle Palaeolithic Temporal
Bone from Darra—i—Kur,
Afghanistan, AFGHANIST-
AN, Vol. 28, No. 2 pp. 20-
24 (reproduced from TRAN-
SACTIONS OF THE AME-

RICAN PHILOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY, Vol. 62. Pt. 4,
pp. 54—56).

For details and comments
see No. 63
80. 1975

Dupree, L., New Palaeo-
lithic Localities Near Dash-

t-i-Nawur., AFGHANISTAN
JOURNAL, 1II, 3 pp-105—
107 with eleven coloured

figures of tools and site.
Lower Palaeolithic has
been conspicous by its abs-
ence in Afghanistan with
the possible exception of
Clactonian tools at Hazar
Sum reported as early as
1962-63 by Puglisi. Dupree
broke a new ground by re-
porting about the probabili-
Hes of new Palaeolithic loc-
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ches in Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, RADIO -CAR-
BON AND INDIAN ARC-
HAEOLOGY, ed. D.P. Ag-
rwal and Ghosh A., Bom-
bay ‘pp. 118—130
is,a brief review of new
pre—and proto—historic
discoveries during the pa-
st five years (1966—1972)
in Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan on the basis of pre
liminary reports and priv-
ate communications. The
first part (pp.118—124)
deals with Pakistan while
the second part (pp.124—
127) is concerned with
Afghanistan. In this secti-
on. the author firstly rev-
iews the stone age resear-
ch in northern Afghanist-
an from Badakshan to
Maimana (westward) wh-
ere intensive prehistoric
occupation has been rev-
cald and a tentative se-
quence from the Middle
Palaeolithic (particularly
at rock—shelters of Darra
—i—Kur ‘and Ghar—i—
Mordeh Gusfand) through
Upper Palaeolithic (at Ka-
ra Kamar, Aq Kupruk and
Praying Mantis), Mesolit-
hic (Kara Kamar Cave) to
Ceramic Neolithic (at Aq
Kupruk) has been worked
out. Then he tells about
the dates of vre—historic
cultures of Northern Af-
ghanistan according to
Dupree as gollows:
Ceramic Neolithic 7200
+ 100 B.P.

Non—ceramic Neolithic
8650—100 B.P.
Mesolithic

+ 720 B.P.
Kuprukian (Upper Pal-

aeolithic) 16615 +215 B.P.
Aurignacian (Middle Pa-

laeolithic) 34000 B.P.

10580
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Aurignacian (Middle Pa-
laeolithic, (Darra—i—Kur-
Mousterian (Middle Pala-
eolithic)

The later part of the pa-
per is connected with the
review of proto—historic
works in Afghanistan. Da-
les has given a good rev-
ilew paper on recent wo-
rks in pre—and proto—hi-
story of Afghanistan and
casually hinted at some
problems in the field of
Afghanistan’s pre—his-
tory such as the origin of
the Upper Palaeolithic.
But it is to be regretted
that he ignores the report
of the surveyy in northe-
rn Afghanistan by the Br-
itish Academy and the
Cambridge University in
July—August, 1971 which
found new evidences of
Upper Palaeolithic at
Coon’s Kara Kamar and
Dupree’s Aq Kupruk re-
gion (see Macburney, Rep
ort of an Archaeological
Survey in Northern Afgh-
anistan, (July—August, 15-
71) AFGHANISTAN, Vol
XXV No. 3 pp. 22—32, see
no. 67)

72. 1973

Gouin Philipe. Prospec-

tion Archaeologique A Ta-
sh Qurghan. AFGHANI-
STAN, No.XXV No. 4 pp.
75—95 (in French) reports
about the prospects of ar-
chaeological work at Ta-
sh Qurghan (on the Sam-
angan river in the Bactr-
ian Plain) which was inh-
abited throughout the Me-
solithic, Bronze and Iron
Ages. From the point of
view of pre historv site
No. TQ 40 is significant
from where DAFA, made

No—1

surface—collections (1968)
under Philipe Gouin, of
simple flints (majority be-
ing scrapers) of various ty-
pes which affords accordi-
ng to the author, the evi-
dence of Mesolithic Age

or Epi—Palaeolithic (N.
H., Dupree, Archaeologic-
al Research in Afghanis-
tan, ENCYCLOPAEDIA

PERSICA, in the Press)

whose dates have been fi-
xed at about 7000—6500

B.C., The site may be id-
ntified as a seasonal camp.
The other site TQ 15 is co-
ected with the proto—and
historic periods. It is desi-
red that systematic exca-
vation should be arranged
at the sites to bring forth
stratigraphical and cultu-
ral sequence of the region
which has great potantial-
ities for prehistoric cultu-
ral sequence.

73. 1973

Dupree, L., AFGHANIS-
TAN, Princeton, 1973 Cha
pter 13 pp. 255—265
This survey history of
Afghanistan by a leading
anthronoiogist includes a
chapter on prehistoric seq-
uence (pp. 255-265) where
he first briefly reviews the
works done in the field of
prehistory, then with the
help of a chart (19) pres-
ents a preliminary inventory
of prehistoric, cultural seq-
uence as follows:

Middie Palaeolithic (Dar-
ra—i—Dadil, Darra-i-Chak
makh, Darra—i—Kur, Gh-
ar—i—Mordeh Gusfand) .

Upper Palaeolithic (Kara
Kamar, Ag Kupruk, Hazar
Sum,)

Mesolithic (Kara Kamar).

Non-Ceramic Neolithic
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GHANISTAN, Vol.
No. 3 pp. 22—32

it is a report of an archaeo-
logical survey in North-
ern Afghanistan under the
aegis of the British Aca-
demy and the University
of Cambridge in July—
August 1971 with a view
to assessing the potential-
ities for Palaeolithic res:
earch of a sector of the no-
rthern foothills of the
Hindu—Kush over a zone
of about 200 miles rough-
ly from Mazar—i -Sharif
eastwards to Kishm in Ba-
dakhshan. After describing
environment and geograp-
hy he reports about field-
results of survey. He re—
examined the Samangzan
area—Kara Kamar of Co-
on where Upper Palaeolit-
hic specimen of a burin
was found vith fauna
and charcoal. He re—exa-
mined Ag Kupruk (excax-
ated by Dupree earlier)
and a trial excavation
in a new site nearer the
village which was occupi-
ed by hunter practising
a middle Mousterian tvpe
of industry was °* done.
The industry here differs
in lithographic characteri-
stics from Dupree’s three
Upper Palaeolithic sites.
A second site in appeara-
nce to Dupree was also i
dentified some 30 km. do-
wn stream in the Balkh
Valley in similar typolog-
ical conditions. The rep
ort is significant because
it shows that even sites
which have been excav-
ated earlier contain mu-
ch more material for pr-
ehistory of Afghanistan
than reported. As Dupree
himself has confessed we
have only scratched the

————

search in Afghanistan (Du-
pree, 1., AFGHANISTAN,
Princeton, 1973, p. 269) and
what is urgently needed
is that more systematic
excavations ([in northern
Afghanistan shouid be do-
ne so that many dark
corners of prehistoric res-
earch in Afghanistan may
be lighted up. Macburne-
v’s report of an Industry
from a new site at Aqg Ku-
pruk differing from thr-
ee upper Palaeolithic indu-
stries of Dupree’s Aq
Kupruk raises many new
problems which may have
some bearing on the evolu-
tion of Mousterian to Up-
per Palaeolithic in Afgha-
nistan. Then operations sh-
ifted to the east to Kish.
m area in Badakhshan
where there is absence of
any trace of Upper Pala-
eolithic but it yielded a
new Mousterian site and
it appears that it was an
outpost for spotting game
rather than occupation—si-
te. Then he gives initial
analysis of data and hopes
that a contribution to fill
the gap between the Asia-
tic and European group
of finds may te forthco-
ming from this unexpec-
ted quarter of Afghanis-
tan. It is a highly critical
and academic research re-
port which poses may qu-
estions of primary impor-
tance for prehistory not
only of Afghanistan but
for whole Eurasia.

68. 1972

Knobloch Edgar, BE-
YOND THE OXUS: AR-
CHAEOLOGY, ART AND
ARCHITECTURE OF CE-
NTRAL ASIA, Inondon,

XXV surface of prehistoric res 252 pp. Concise descripti-

ons of sites and monumen-
ts of Central Asia with the
two final chapters offer-
ing introduction to Sink-
iang and Afghanistan.
69. 1972

Masson V.A. and Saz‘fa-
nidi, V.I., CENTRAL AS-
IA, TURKMENIA BEFO-
RE THE ACHAEMENIDS,
Translated and ed. by Ru-
th Tringham (Ancient Pe-

oples and Places Vol. 79)
London, 219 p.

a purely archaeological
work on the prehistory of
Central Asia irom the ‘ch-
ipped stone impiements
of the old Stone Age do-
wn through the Mesoli-
thic, Neolithic, early and
late Chalcolithic’ early
and lats Bronze to the ea-
rly Iron Age. It is very
profittable for comparati-
ve study of prehistory of
Afghanistan and Central
Asia. The work has been
noticed by the BUILLET-
IN OF SCHOOL OF ORIE-
NTAL AND AFRICAN
STUDIES, London, Vol.
37(3) 1574 pp. TH0—751.
70. 1972

Shaeffer, Jim G., PREH-
[STORIC BALUCHISTAN
A SYSTEMATIC APPR-
OACH: Ph. D. dissertation,
Deptt. of Anthropology,
University of Winsconsin,
Madison, 1972
The archaeology of Balu-
chistan is closely linked
with the archaeologv of
Afghanistan. The thesis is
a recent interpretative ac-
count of prehistory and pr-
oto—history of Baluchist-
an.

71. 1973
Dales, G.F., Recent Pre-

and Protohistoric Resear-
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xth edition, pp. 75--80).
64. 1972

Solem Alan, Mollusks
from Prehistoric Site; in
Afghanistan, TRANSACT-
IONS OF THE AMERIC-
AN PHILOSOPHICAL SO
CIETY, New York, Vol. 62
Pt. 4 pp. 57—65

analyses several species
and genera in the mater-
ial from Aq Kupruk; Sya-
ma, Puplilla, Parvatella
flemingi, Caecilivides ben-
soni, Phenacolimax conoi-
dea, Subzebrinus eremitus,

*Parma cella rutellum,
Trichia rufispira and
Zootecus insularis chion

with tables showinz hei-
ght, variation and strati-
graphic records of mollu-
sks from Aq Kupruk. Two
conclusions have been put
forward: (1) The disappe-
arance of Parvatilla and
entrance of Syama and Pa-
rmacella in the depcsits

tell of a shift from wett-
er to drier moisture pat
terns, (2) The fluctuations
in size of adult Subzebrin-
us indicate minor shifts
in mosture pattern betw-
een less favourable (sma-
ller shell) and favourable
(larger shell) but even the
least favourable condition
did not reach the extre-
me condition found near

Maimana, Faryab province
at the present. The article
is significant from the po-
int of view of ecology of
prehistoric times and

this may lead to a bett-
er understanding of the
environmental factors in
the evolution of prehis-

traits and African Nean-
derthal people. (see Oak-
ley, K.P.,, MAN, THE TO-
OL—MAKER, Chicago, Si-

tan.
65. 1972
Marshack, Alexander.

Aq Kupruk: Art arnd Sym-
bols, TRANSACTIONS OF
THE AMERICAN PHILO-

SOPHICAL SOCJETY,
Vol. 62, Pt. 4, pp. 66—72

with illustrations. analys-

es

and interprets the

meaning and tradition of
engraved
stone artifacts

the two small
or carved
excavated at Aq Kupruk
in 1965—66—the Sculptur-
ed Head and the Flat
Stone. He concludes that
these two objects from Aq
Kupruk seem indicative
of a ‘rather complex, evo-
lved and multileveled

tradition of symbol usage
with roots extending at
least to the HOMO SAP-
TENS cultures of the ear-
ly Upper Palaeolithic.

and show that ‘Aq Kupr-
uk Culture contained disp-
ersed and agquired elemo-
nts from cultural centr-
es further west and north.’
In spite of this it is still a
moot question whether the
specimens are products of
indigenous or foreign tra-

ditions and it is desirable
that the whole question

should be left open for fu-

rther analysis.
66. 1972

Perkins, Dexter, The Fa-
una of the Aq Kupruk
Caves; A Brief Note, TR-
ANSACTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN PHILOSOP:
HICAL SOCIETY, Vol. 62
Pt. 4 pp. 73
reports about the fauna fr-
om Aq Kupruk of ear-

ly Islamic, Iron, Non—ca-

ramic Neolithic and- Cer-

toric cultures in Afghanis-

No—1

—

amic  Neolithic Levels.
From the point of view of
prehistory the paper is si.
gnificant as it reports, in-
ter—alia, about the presen-
ce of domesticated sheep
and goat in the Chalcoli.
thic, non-ceramic and cer
amic Neolithic levels. A
probable cattle also appe-
ared in non—ceramic Ne
olithic B layer as well ag
Red Deer, Gazelle and
Horse. He concluded that
‘if the Kaprukian levels
are of areat antiquity, th-
is modern aspect of the
fauna would parallel the
situation at several late
Pleistocene sites 1n the Ne.
ar East and Central As
ia, such as Teshik Tash.

Belt and Hotu Caves, and

Shanidar Cave. The pres.
ence of domesticat=d she-
ep and goat and probable
cattle in Neolithic level
from Aq Kupruk, Afghani-
stan (8000—4000 B.C. non-

ceramic) challenges the
long standing assumption
that Afghanistan receiv:

ed the impulse of dome
stication of animals from
the ‘nuclear region’ of the
Near East via some diffu
sionary mechanism. The
fact appears to be that th-
is country was very much
in the nuclear region of
the Neolithic Revolution.
(see Shaffer, Jim C, Neo
lithic—Bronze Age Afglr
anistan+ Recent Developn*
ents, AFGHANISTAN, Vo
99. No. 3. December, 1976
pp. 73—74)
67 1972

Macburney, Report O
an Archaeological Survey

in Northern Afghanistan

(July—August 1971), AF-
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ept Goat—cult Neolithic).
Alichin has indicated that
Middle stone age and Late
Stone Age tools (Upper Pa-
lgeolithic) of India have
closer resemblance with
those of the Baradostian of
fraq and Afghanistan than
with those of Europe and
Asiatic Russia (Allchin, B.
Environment, Time and
Technology: The Flake Tr-
adition and The Blade and
Burin Traditions in Western
india, RADIOCARBON AND
INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY,
ed. D.P. Agrawal & A. Gh-
osh,, Bombay, 1973., pp.
18—22). It would be profit-
able to compare the Upper
Palaeolithic tools, of Agq
Kupruk with those at Bel-
an (India)Sharma, G.R., St-
one Age In the Vindhyas
and the Ganga Valley, RA-
DIOCARBON AND INDIAN
ARCHAEOLOGY, ed. D.P.
Agrawal & A. Ghosh, Bom-
bay, 1973 pp. 106—110). It
IS also desirable that the
Late Neolithic culture of
Afghanistan should be com-
pared with the Late Neo-
lithic of Kashmir (see San-
kalia, HD., PREHISTORY
AND PROTOHISTORY
OF INDIA AND PAKIS-
TAN, Pune, 1974, pp. 313
317).

62. 1572.

Dupree, L., and Kolb, Ch-
arles C., Ceramics from Aq
Kupruk, Darra—i—Kur and
Hazar Gusfand, TRANSAC-
TIONS OF THE AMERICAN
PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
Vol. 62, Part 4 pp. 33—42.

Gives an account of cera-
mics from Aq Kupruk, Dar-
fa—i—Kur and Hazar Gus-
fand under following heads:
(a) Aq Kupruk Ceramic
Neolithic (AK I, II:

5000 B.C.)

(b) Aq Kupruk Chalcolith-
ic (?7) (AKI ca. 2300 B.C.)

(¢) Goat—cult (Badaksh-
an) Neolithic (D—I—K:ca,
1800 B.C.)

(d) Early Iron Age (AK
I, II, IV? ca. 200—400 A.D.)

(e) Later Iron Age (AK
[ 1L, IV (?), DI, H.G. ca.
b00 AU}

(f) The Islamic Periods

Thus we have ‘the cera-
mic chronology of the exca-
vated sites’ and illustrations
of ‘some of the more diag-
nostic types and designs'. It
1S to be regretteq that tech-
nical and comparative stu-
dies of these ceramics with
those from contemporary
sites in Iraq, Iran, and oth-
er sites in the Near Easl

and Central Asia
are lacking. Ceramic-
decoration on Indian Neoli-

thic and Chalcolithic pottery
have many common them-
es which may indicate com-
mon cultural links. (Sanka-
lia, HD., PREHISTORY
OF INDIA AND PAKIST-
AN, Pune, 1974,pp.313-317).
Technical studies should
mclude analysis of raw ma-
terials and their influence,
basic processes and their

influence, chemical, physic-
al and geological study of

clays and above all the stan-
dardisation of descriptive
terms. Such analysis may

throw light on ma-
ny important asp-
ects of Neolithic and

later ceramic culture such
as the source of the indust-
ry etc. (see Hole, Frank and
Heizer. Robert F.. AN IN-

" TRODUCTION TO PREHIS-

ARCHAEOLOGY,
195—

TORIC
Inc. Second ed., pp.

ca. 194).

(5]

63. 1972

Angel, J., Lawrence, A
Middle Palaeolithjc Temp-
ral Bone From Darra-i-Kur,
Afghanistan, TRANSACTI-
ONS OF THE AMERICAN
PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
New York, Vol. 62, Pt. 4,
pp. 54—356.

The author describes the
mdividual details of the
broken right temporal bone
from the mousterian level
of Darra—i—Kur cave (cut
LCII: 200) and pinpoints
the differing features of
Neanderthal Man and mo-
dern (HOMO SAPIEN)

man. Then he compares
measurements of petrous
bone from Darra—i —Kur
with modern and Neander-
thal averages. He conclu-
des that Darra—i—Kur
temperal is nearer to mo-
dern man than to Necan-
derthal Man. It fits into
a partially Neanderthal
population like Skhul and
partially a rhodern Man.
It may not be taken as
a modern intrusion from
the south rather it mav
be due to general rapid ev-
olution from Neaderthal
forms to modern over the
whole of Western Asia.
The article is significant
from the point of view of
the origin and develop-
ment of modern man (HO-
MO SAPIEN) in Afghanis-
tan and its relationship
with the cultural develop-
ment. It is profitable to
compare this eyvidence fr-
om Afghanistan with the
Mount Carmel people (Ta-
bun I Skull, Skhul V Sku-
11), Shanidar cave people
of Tabun type, Teshik
Tash cave people with
Neanderthal and Sapien
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tudinally FLAT, Kara
mar microblades exhibit
longifudinal CURVING. Th-
erefore Kara Kamar Meso-
lithic may have developed
out of the Kaprukian and
might represent a
the Non-ceramic Neolithic
in terms used for the Agq
Kupruk sequence., (4) Since
domesticated sheep and go-
at have been definitely id-
entified in the Non-ceramic
Neolithic at Aq Kupruk, the
foothills of the northern
Hindu—Kush must be con-
sidered one of the early ce-
ntres for the domestication
0° plants and animals, (5)
Pottery was introduced at
Aq Kupruk T & IT with a
soft ware (possibly a harder
ware with incisions) at ab-
out 67000 B.P., (6) The
Late Goat—Cult Neolithic
of Darra—i—Kur with its
diagnostic incised pottery
and mtentional goat—bur-
1als relates to the Neolithic
of Kashmir (India), eastern
central Asia and south Si-
beria., (7) The identity of
the authors of [ron ..'\QP
cultures at Aq Kupruk 1.
IT & TIT and Darra—i—Kur
as well as at Hazar Gusfa-
nd is a mystery but may be
speculatively related to
nomads of Central Asia sw-
eeping out in the late cen-
tgrms B.C. and early centu-
ries AD. In the last. litera-
ture cited in the work has
been lYisted (pp. 83—84).

The work has been appre-
ciatively reviewed in AFGH-

ANISTAN JOURNAIL., Heft
3 p 82. There is no doubt
that this is the first mono-

graph on the prehistory of
Afghanistan where results
of the finds have been exa-
mined in systematic and sci-

phase of =
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Ka-cl;tific manner on the basis

of inter-disciplinary app-
roach. Hypothesis on many
fundamental issues of the
development of human cul-
ture have been given such
¢ whether Afghanistan was
in the so called ‘nuclear
zone’ of domestication of
plants and animals, growth
of modern man, pre—and
pottery stages of Neolithic
and its relation to domesti-
cation of plants and anim-
als, the relationship betw-
een late Goat—cult Neolith-
ic of Afghanistan and Neo-
lithic of Kashmir (India)

etc. (see Charles A Reed.
Animal Domestication in
the Prehistoric Near Fast.
NEW ROADS TO YESTEP.
DAY. ed Caldwell, J. R
New York, 186AA pn 178-
209). R. G .Braidwood, Ne-

ar Eastern Prehistory. NEW
ROADS TO YESTERDAY.
ed, Caldwell, J.R., New Vo-
rk, pp. 149—-176).

61. 1972

Dunree, L., & Davis, R
chard. C.. The Lithic And
jone Specimens From Ag
Kupruk And Darra—i—Kur,

TRANSACTIONS OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHI-
CAL SOCIETY, Vol. 62,
Pt. 4 PPP 14—32 with

several figures of tools
The article gives an acc-
ount of the lithic and bone

tools of Aq Kupruk and
Darra—i—Kur. While Agq
Kuprukian Upper Palaeo-

lithic and Neolithic stone
tools were made of a sup-
erb nodular flint the Darra
—1—Kur Mousterian stone
tools were made from a
poor flint. Tt is also surpri-
sing that there is lack of

worked bone from both ar-non-ceramic

No—1

eas and at all levels. Then
it describes the Upper Pa.
leolithic Agq Kupruk, I, I
& IIT tools under following

heads: BLADE — FLAKE
COMPONENTS:

(a) Debitage

(b) Cores

(c) Flakes and Blades:

Utilised and Retouched
(d) Scrapers
(e) Burins
(fy Core Rejuvenating Fl.
akes and LAMES A CRETE
MICRO-COMPONENT

(a) Microblade Cores and
Bladelets,.
(b) Bladelets: Utilised

and Retouched.

- UTILIZED PEBBLES

AND PEBBLE TOOLS .
WORKED BONE 1IN
THE KAPRUKIAN :

Then the authors take up
the Neolithic tools of Aq
Kupruk I and IT—large bla-
des, “sickle blades”, points,
debitage, notched artifacts
(stone) while the bone im-
plements were awls, points,
needles, Mousterian_ tools
of Darra--i—Kur consist-
ing of T.2vallois flakes, de
bitage, hand—oaxe tvpes,
various scraper types, flake-
blades and l.evallois points
form the subject matter
after Neolithic Aq Kupne
kian tools. In the Ilast
“Goat—cult” Neolithic of
Darra-—i—Kur tools have
been briefly described. The
article raises many inte
resting problems for furth:
er ‘study such as the reasons
for the absence of geomet:
ric implement type from
micro-component at Ag
Ag Kupruk Upper Pala&
olithic, the absence of worke
ed bone in the Upper P&
laeolithic and Ceramic and
Neolithic (ex¢
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in the press). Unfortunately
no Radio—carbon date 1s
available for this culture
from Ghar—i—Mordeh Gus-
fand. Dating on typological
grounds should be confirm-
ed by more scientific dating
methods. It is further desir-
ed that full scale excavati-
on should be done at this
crucial Palaeolithic site so
as to bring to light the dif
ferent cultural levels in
relations to stratigraphy.

99. 1971

Fairservis, Walter A., Jr.,
THE ROOTS OF ANCIENT
INDIA, (THE ARCHEOLO-
GY OF EARLY INDIAN CI-
VILISATION). PP. XXV.
482 London.

A monograph on prehis-
toric settlements of the In-
do-Iranian borderlands from
the view point of American
Cultural anthropology ra-
ther than from the histori-
cally minded FEuropean po-
int of view. pp. 265 are
devoted to the borderlands
and Iarrapan culture, wh-
lle 82 pages are devoted to
the various phases of the
Stone Age. Only 70 pages
are devoted to the prehisto-
ric enltnres of central. eas-
tern and penmsular India.
For a comparative study of
prehistoric and proto-historic
cultures of Afghanistan wi-
th those of the TIndo—Pak
sub-continent as well as
Iran the monograph is use-
ful.

60. 1972

Dupree, Louis in collabor-
tion with J. Lawrence An-
gel, Robert H. Brill, Earle

Part 2

R. Caley, R. S. Davis, Char-

les C., Kolb, Alexander Ma-
rshack. Dexter Perkins,
Jr.. Alan Solem. Prehisto-

ric Research in Afghanistan,
TRANSACTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHI-
CAL SOCIETY, Philadelph-
ia, Vol. 62, Part 4.

A monograph which ‘pre-
sents several preliminary
statements concerning the
archenlogical work done
from 1959 to 1966 by the
American Museum of Na-
tura] History in collaborati-
on with the National Mas-
eum of Afghanistan (Kabul)
and replaces earlier reports’.
In the introduction (pp. 5—
13). Dupree gives outline
of work by season. The fol-

lowing articles are includ-
ed:

(I) The Lithic and Bone
Specimens from Aq Kup-

ruk and Darra—i—Kur by
LLouis Dupree and Richard
S. Davis (pp. 14-—-32).

(2)Ceramics from Aq Ku-
pruk. Darra—i—Kur and
Hazar Gusfand by Louis
Dupree and Charles C. Kolb
(pp. 33—42).

(3) Results of an Fxami-
nation of Fragments of Co-
rroded Metal from the 1962
Excavations at Snake Cave.
Afghanistan. by Earle R.
Caley (p. 43).

(4) Chemical Examinati-
on of Metal Artifacts from
Afghanistan. by Earle R
Caley (op. 44—50).

(5) Report on Chemical
Analysis on Some Glasses
from Afghamistan, by Ro-
bert H. Brill (pp. 51—53).

(6) A Middle Palaeolithic
Temporal Bone from Dar-
ra—i—Kur, Afghanistan, by
J. Lawrence Angel (pp. 54
56).

(7) Mollusks from Prehis-
toric Sites in Afghanistan
by Alan Solem (pp. 57—56).

(8) Aq Kupruk: Art And
Symbols by Alexander Mar-
shack (pp. 66—72).

(9) The Fauna of the Aq
Kupruk Caves: A Brief No-
te, by Dexter Ferkims, Jr.,
P.73

(10) Tentative
ons and Tentative
logical Charts by
(pp. 74—82).

For these articles see
following pages. Dupree
has given following sugg-
estions: (I) The Mouster-
ian of Darra—i—Kur 18
connected with Upper Pa-
laeolithic blade elements,
in addition to the possible
transitional HOMO SAP-
TEN skull fragment. Thus
North Afghanistan may be
in a zone of Upper Palaeo-
lithic blade industries. It
mayv be the zone where a
variety of modern man
developed physically in ass-
ociation with a developing
Upper Palaeolithic tool as-
semblages. (2) Two Upper
Palaeolithic areas—Coon’s
Kara Kamar Aurignacian
(34000 B.P.) and Kapruk-
ian (20,000—15000 B.P.) ha-
ve bren identified., (3)
Coom’'s Kara Kamar Meso-
tithic (10500 B.P.) has dif-
ferent technological flavour
from Kaprurkian Micro—
components while Kapru-
kian microblades are longi-

Conclusi-
Chrono-
Dupree,
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