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Cross sections of Qutb~ Minar and Minar-i- Jam
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1 Quwwat al-1slam and Quib-Minar
2 Adham Khan'stomb
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4 Hauz-Khass

5 Ghiyas al-Din Tughluq's tomb

6 Site of Mirza Najaf Khan's tomb
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Abacus block




URYAN CAPITAL PERSEPOLIS
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examples portraying the influence of Afghan -u- Islamic -architecture,

in Dalhi. There isa slight change in the constructional form and
floral design of these two minarets which are the result of time,
space, material, and environmental influences. In particular,
the application of iron in Qutb- Minar, which was added later,
makes it completely different from that of Minar-i-Jam.

As can be seen in their pictures the general characteristics of
these two minarets display the same attitudes and purposes
held by Afghan rulers, but in different environmets. Inevtably,
the material which was obtuined in Delhi and surroundings, and
the availability of professional masons and workers that A

were employed both in Afghanistan and Delhi, might have
affected in turn to distinguish Qutb - Minar from Minar-i-Jam,

In fact Qutb- Minar is one of the finest, examples of the .
continuation of Ghaznavid funerary towers in India by the

later Ghurid dynasty, The Ghurids and other Afghans constructed

a number of mosques in Delhi such as Quwwat - al - [slam A
(1193 - 1197), Jamma Musjed, but, there is no standing mosque in

Ghure to be compared with Quwwat -al - Islam in Delhi.

By .l 7- ARR >
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A

cumpherence of the shaft. The capital of the first shaft is very
picturesque and rich in decoration.

2, The second shaft is slightly different thant the first one.
the second story iscomposed solely of curved projections exten-
ding around the circumpherence of the second shaft There are two
horizontal rings with the inscriptions from the Holy Quraan in
Kufic style around the second shaft. The capital and the abacus
block of this story are also vary attractive and picturesque.

3 . The structure of the third is different than first and second.
The shaft is constituted of an angular projections around the cir-
cumpherence and there are two horizontal rings of inscriptions
from the Holy Quraan carved in stone in a very picturesque Kufic
style. The capital and its abacus follow the general pattern of the
shaft,

4. The fourth and fifth shaftsare shorter and smaller than the
other stories. As opposed to the first three shafts, they have no
projections on the face of the shafts, The structure is decorative
and there are a number of windows that command a penoramic
view of Delhi city. The capital of the top story was made of iron., and
therefore has resistance to weathering and other distructive forces.
However,in the course of time it suffered from neglect and
was partly damaged but repaired in the 14 th and 15 th centuries
by Feroz - shah Taghlak and Sikander Shah Lodi respectively.

In the |9th centuty its top was damaged in an earthquake
but was repaired later on. At Qutb Minar is an iron
pillar which is one of the most remarkable objects any -
where in the world, known to be made of 99.75 per-
cent pure wrought iron abd bearing an inscription credited

to the fourth century A. D.

This later part reflects the Influence of Hindu architecture,
Which distinguishes it from the minarets of Ghazna, Chakari
( Kabul ) Herat, and Minar-i-Jam of Ghure.

In short, the above mentioned minarets, Minar-i-lam and Qutb
Minar, which were built by the same Afghan dynasty, are the best



B. Qutb - Minar:

Qutb Minar is one of the most important architectural rem.
nants of Ghurid dynasty in India supposedly one of the most fam-
ous towers in the world. This minaret was begun by Mohammd-i.
Ghuri in 1200 A. D. and because of his death it was not comp-
leted. Qutbud- Din Aibak who was one of Mohammad-i- Ghurj’s
generals, and who succeeded him, followed his plan, but |ltutm-
ish, son in law and successor of Qutbud- Din, completed the
minaret in [235.

Architectural Characteristics:

Qutb Minar, whichis built next to Quwwat-al -Islam Mosque,
is a combination of a minar and a commemorative tower and
shows the lovelist art of Islam, the architectural achievment of
the Sultanate, and the triumph of Afghan in Delhi, India.

This minaret is taller than Minar-i- Jam, which was erected
in Ghure. It has a height of 234 feet ( 70 m. ) and is divided
into five different stories, while minar -i- Jam at Present

consists of four stories. From the base up to the top of it
there are 378 steps, which connect each story, Qutb Minar is
built of stone, and it is one of the highest stone towers in the

world, but Minar-i- Jam is built of burnt bricks, mortar, and
ceramic toils.

Each story of Qutb Minar Portrays the following characteri-
stics:

|. The base of the tower is circular with angular and curved
Projections around the circumpherence ( Fig. 4 ). The reddish
and gray colors of ston are very sttractive. The first story con-
sists of a base, shaft. capital, and abacus blosk, which are very
artistic and ornamented with Inscriptions of the verses from the
Holy Quraan and floral features carved in the stone. The inscr-
Iption is in relief from in attractive Kufic style. There are three
rings of inscription on thd first shaft extending around the cir-
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Each shaft is separated from the other by a decorative circular
form (Fig. 4), which has a small rounded terrace having enough
room to stand on. These small circular terraces are very
picturesque and beautiful. There are many relief floral circles
with a complete verse of Holy Quraan around the first terrace,
where the first shaft of the minaret ends. There are small windows
to each terrace, which is joined by steps to another shaft.

A frieze of blue enamelled bricks around the top of the
first shaft announces the decoration in faience ( kashi ) which
prevailed on the monuments of Timurid period |5 th and 16th
century (mausoleum of Gawhar Shad and Herat minarets).sic.

The diameter of each shaft decreases with elevation, therefore
the structure, style of decoration, and the floral pattern differ from
one story to another. The height of the second shaft is less than
the first one and its truncate is rounded instead of octagonal,
There are large windows one above the other. From the second
window upward one may find skillful art both in script and
ornamental features.

The third shaft is smaller than the second one and the same
decoration is applied on it. A window opens to the top part
of the second rounded terrace. The fourth story is the shortest -
one of all, there are windows all around it, which give an
excellent east - west view of the Harirud upper drainage valley.
The Feroz koh is located to the north of it, which refiects a
most fantastic scenic view.

Mohammad-i-Ghuri, after establishing his power in Ghaznaand
Delhi, was planning to construct a minaret similar to Minar-i-
Jam in Delhi, but he was not aware that time would not permit
him to achieve his plan. Let us see to what extent the Ghurid

dynasty of Afghanistan bear the credit for that minaret and in
What ways its architectural pattern is either similar to or
different from the minaret of Jam,



[4]

he moved on to India; several years later, in the final battle of
Taraori in 1192, he reached almost to the Gate of Delhi.

Mohammad - i- Ghuri was also going to construct a winaret

in Delhi to iodicate his triumph there (1200 ). He started the
Plan and laid the first cornerstood of the minaret but he died
in 1203 and was not able to complete it. Later it was comgqleted

by lltutmish in 1236 and was called Qutb- Minar after Qutqud-
Din Abak .

Now let us account for the similarities and contrasts of these
minarets and find out to what degree Afghan architecture was

influeu - tial in the heart of Indian subcontinent.

A. Minar -i- Jam (Jam Minaret ), its locasion and architectural

characteristics :

Minar -i- Jam is located near Chesht a few kilometers to
the west of Ghute provinte. This minaret is only snly spjended
vestige of the Ghurid capital; the minaret dominates the skyline
with a stumming heightof more Than 60 meters. There are four
transconical shafts on an octagonal base, It seems that there
was another small story on the top of it but due to weathering
or some other reaons it has fallen down, because the tip of the
minaret does not indicate the completed form and structur of
the minaret. Like any other historical remnants of Afghanistan,

Minar -i- Jam has also been affected by nature ( earthquake and
weathering ) as well as man.

The entire structur of the minaret is elegant and strong co-
vered with a rich decorative tapestry made of burntbricks and
stacco, The first shaft of the minaret is octahedral in shape and
each face of it is decoreted with a relief hexagonal pattern, wh-

ich is made of bricks and tapestry ornamented by floral Kufic
script of the Holy Quraan.
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. Karnak, (Egypt )
. Persepolis, (lran)

|

2

3. Balkh, Heart, Ghazana, Ghure, Kabul, (Afghanistan )
4

5

. Asoka Pillar, (India)
. Mauryan Capital, Bisnagar, Qutb- Minar etc., (India)

These minarets are based both on reli
poses. Most of Them are
( capital )

gious and political pur-
constructed in the political center

showing the magnificence and glories of a king. The
minarets also reflected the ruler’s religious attitudes.

ple, one may find verses from the Hol
of miracles on all Islamic minarets,

the great wheel and other decorative
belief and religion. Fig, I, Ia.

For exam-
y Quraan and accounts
and on the Asoka Pillar,

signs portray the Budhist

The Architecture of Islamic, Minarets in

Afghanistan 1nd India:

. — s

- —

There are a great number minarets in Afghanistan erected by

Mahmud of Gnazna- Din Mohammad of Ghure in the
In the capital of Ghazna and Ghure respe
The founder of Minar-i-Jam in Ghure., and Quth- Minar in Delhij
( Fig. 2, 2a) belongs to the same dynasty Later we will see

that the idea of the construction of these two minarets was held
by the same person, Mohammad-i-Ghuri.

|2th century
ctively,

Now, let us compare the two and find out who influenced who.
Ghurid Architecture:

| —

Sultan Ghiassud - Din Mohammad emerged from the mountain

of central Afghanistan (Jebal-i- Ghure) rezed Ghaznaand contr-
lbuted to the further Islamization of north India, present pakistan,
the Indus Valley, and Delhi, and Patronized a brilliant civilization
In the |2 th and part of the |3th centuries Fig. 3, 3a.

Mohammad of Ghure was eager to make his central capital
% Ppicturesque as Ghazna. Therefore, he constructed Minar - i -
am as the pivotal point of his kingdom. After conpuering Ghazna
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The first Afghan ruler, Sultan Mahmud Ghazna from the Yaminy

dynasty ( 998 - 1038 ), invaded the Hindushahiyya kingdom, which
extended from Lamaghan to the Beas river, and annexed larg
tracts around Muvultan and Bhatinda. His last expedition was
directed against the selebrated temple of Somanath, on the east
coast of Kathiawara. However, Mahmud conquered India but he
was not able to stay there and establish Islamic architecture,
because his power was not established satisfactorily. He introd-
uced the Islamic rite, its faith, and belief to the Indian people.

As it is mentioned : Afghanistan has been true to its historic
vocation. It has carried into India the message of the reign of
the One God, the glad tidings of the Fraternity and Equality
of all men, without any distinction ... The Islamization of India
has, without doubt, been the most radical and the most signific-
ant Revolution which the subcontinent has known in thecourse
of many millenia of history since the Aryan invasion. **

Shahabud-Din Guri't power was not well established either,

and during his reign much of his time was spent in contests

with his rivals.

Historical Significance of Minarets

Most frequently, minarets, gates, and towers were patterned

on those architectural features which denoted the pivotal point
of the kingdom and the triumphs that an emperor, king, or
ruler achieved. One muv find these attractive structural features
all over the Middle East,in Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, and India

which bear testimony to the greatness of their visien and the
catholicity of their taste.

The following minarets, which tower above the skyline from

Egypt to India are the best examples of the grandeur of the
past civiliztion,



THE INFLUENCE OF AFGHANS ON INDIAN
ARCHITECTURE IN |2th CENTURY

THE MINARET OF JAM AND QUTB - MINAR

The prime purpose of this Paper is to examine the influence

of Afghan architecture in India, where the Afghans consolidated

their rule in 12¢th century. Afghanistan and India ware close

neighbors from prehistoric times up to 1947 AD Therefore,
Inevitably there were mutual exchanges of ideas, cultural

, reli-
glous, trade and even invasions.

In reference to the pas: history
of India, the Sub - continent of India ‘was ruled by Afghans more

than any other people (998 - 1526 A.D.).

Muslim architecture traces its history to the first Afghan -u-
Turk invasions and acguirec a distinct Islamic charact-r that dis -
tnguishes it from the architecture of Indian peoples. The mina-
rets, arches, tombs, and the style of buildings are implicitly s'milar to
those monuments which are built in Afghanlstan or other Islamic
©untries, Many fine early monuments are to be found in Delhi,
the most famous being the Jamma Masjed built by Qutbud - Din
Aibak who established the Delhi Sultanate and asked Afghan
Masons to built the mosque for Moslems who were living in
Oelhi. The Qutb Minar and Firozshah Kutla monuments. and many
Others are the most outstanding historical phenomena, which
SUll indicate the glory of Afghan impacts In India. Mughuls were

the followers of Afghans who strengthened their rule on the
935is of Islamic faith
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