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THE HOLY GOWN
IKhlrkai Sharif)

The Holy prophet's Gown
was made from a thick cam-
el wool cloth called kakma.
The sleeves are a little shor-
ter than the length of the
Gown and i t appears to be
shorter than the stature of

~ a man of average height.
The Gown has no lining or

! embroidery. The colour of
the Gown is sky- blue which

-< 1)e-
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has lost nothing of its brig-
htnessthrough the passage
of time.The two front pieces
are rather worn and have
been repaired wi th woolen
thread.

The Historical Background-
of the Holy Gown.

The Holy Gown is hand ma-
de and is the work of the
Holy prophet himself and
the Holy Family. He wore it
during the last years of his
life during which occurred
the Haj jatul wada. He
wore it during his las t fatal
illness. shortly before he di-

~2~oo
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"..

ed in A. C. 632, the Holy
prbohet toldthe second cal-
iph, omar and the Fourth
caliph, Ali that it was his
wish that they should take
the Gown to Yemen and gi-
ve it to Wais Karani.
when the Holy prophet died,
the two Caliphs carried out
his wishes and took the Go-
wn and gaveit to Waiskara-
ni,who then carried the Holy
Gown on his head for the
rest of his life.After the dea-
th of Hazrat WaisKarani,the
Holy Gown was taken from
Yemen and placed in the

-t( 3 }>o-
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Hira cave in Mecca. Later
on, Sheikh Dost Mohammed
had it removed from the Hi-
ra cave and brought to Bag-
hdad where it was made
available to the pub lie. The
Holy Gown remained in
Baghdad until the time of

.Yeldrim Bayazid, the last
ruler 6f the Turkish Osmani
Dynasty. His reign came to
an end with the conquest
of Baghdad by Abul Man-
soor Amir Timur Koragan,
the first Timurid monarch
of Afghanistan who, retur-
ning from this historic
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'campaign, broughtwt th~;hiIi1
,the Holy Gown' and it's' =uar-
ds to. his capital.at 'Samar-
kand. ' . L' ,. .....• . -~ ..•...•..

J In .the year 1669, 'Oghlan,
the ruler of Eastern -Turkis-

. \" .. . .....

tan and a descendant of Am-
ir Timur,planned to. take the
Holy Gown from Samarkand
-to Chinese Turkistan. Eortu""
nately, two. of the guards-of
-the Holy Gown, SheikhAka
·Mo.hammed and Sheikh,'Na-
zar 'Mohammed discovered
the plot 'in time and broug-

'; ht it to. Balkh at the; first
opportunity, Thus the Holy

~5 p-
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Gown was saved from Ogh-
lan, the ruler of Chinese
Turkistan.

The Holy Gown remained
in Balkh for thirty - five
years until 1704 when two
of its guards, Sheikh Mohm-
med Zia and Sheikh Mohm-
med Niaz, planned to take
the Holy Gown via Badakh-
shan and Chitral to India. on
the way through his provi-
nce, the Governor of Bada-
khshan discovered their in-
tentions. He detained the
two guards and refused to
allow the Holy Gown to be

co;( 6 »o~
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taken out of its state. He
selected a suitable place for
the Holy Gown in Jauz goon
City which later became

J known as Faizabad because
of .its associations with the
HolyGown.It remained the-
re for the next seventy-five
years.
In the year 1778, Ahmad

Shah Baba, the Great Empe-
ror of Afghanistan, brought
the Holy Gown from Faiza-
bad to Kandahar via parwan
Kabul, Maidan, Ghazni, Ma-
kor,Kalat and Shari Safa. At
Kabul,where the Holy Gown

-e( 7 )c-

(c) ketabton.com: The Digital Library



stayed for about eight mon-
ths, it was placed on public
display at the site of a shr-
ine in Aliabad which is still
known in Kabul to this day
as Ziarati Sakhi. On the way
from Faizabad to Kandahar,
some of the guards cut off
the sleeves of the Holy 30-
wn and made off with them
to Bukhara.
After its arrival in Kanda-

har, the Holy Gown was pla-
ced in the old Mosque (Zara
Jama) which still exists in
the Fourth ward of the old
City. After fourteen years

<OO~ 8 ~-
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there, the Holy Gown was
.moved to its present loca-
.tion in the tomb which was
.specially built for .it by Ti-

~ mur.Shah :., -
.Prlor to the time of Ahmad

Shah Baba, the Holy Gown
'was open to public view and
sometimes taken from one
'city ,to another. Ahmad
'Shah,Baba stopped all this.
He took possession of the
keys of the case in which the
Holy Gown was kept for one

~year himself. After that, he
issued a strict instruction
that the special case for the

.00;( 9 ~'"
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Holy Gown could not be ope-
ned without his permission.
Even to this day, the Holy
Gown cannot be taken out
of its case and shown to the
public without Royal per-
mission.
The present tomb fell into

disrepair and needed resto-
ration. In the year 1965, by
order of His Majesty, The
King, Mr Mohammed Sidiq,
Governor of Kandahar and
Mr. Mohammed Afzal share-
dil, Mayor of Kandahar Ci-
ty began the work or resto-
ration. The outer walls have

I
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been repaired and redeco-
rated in marble and cer
mic tiles with scripts from
the Holy Koran. The interior
of the tomb has also been
restored and redecorated
with glasswork. It is now
illuminated with electricity
and beautiful chandeliers
have been installed.

Mr. Nasrulla was the tec-
hnical supervisor of this
work.
The money was donated

by religious people from all
walks of life,

I
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The work was completed
in 1970 when Mr. Moham-
med Siddiq was Governor
of Kandahar for the se-
cond time.

~12~-
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