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Better Together

wd g 5 o
This book 1s best read

together, grownup and kid
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Outro for grownups

Simply because of the fear of failure, many dream’s
have not come true,

and many opportunities have not been seized. Some
plans are never completed and some relationships
are never built.

But why? Who said failure is bad? Why do we fear
failure so much? When did we learn that it's safer
not to try at all?
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If you asked just about any kid today, they'd say
failure is bad. And that, my friend, is the reason 1
wrote this book. Fear of failure creates a hurdle
which can seem so big it's impossible to overcome.
This book was created to start a conversation about
failure and challenge kids to think differently about

it.

I hope as this book is read, kids will begin to see
that failure is not the end, but an important pit stop

on their journey. Enjoy!
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Hi, my name is Laymon ......
and I've failed many many many
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many many many many many many
many many many many many many
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many many times.
So many, in fact,
Ive lost count.
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That's why I decided to write a
book about failure.
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As a baby I always cried before I went to bed

As a baby, [ would fall when I was learning
how to walk.
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As a kid, I couldn't pronounce
words that started with str .........
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strikey SKRIKE

(straight) SKRATE
(strawberry) SKRAWBERRY

street) SKREET
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As a teenager, I would fail a test after
studying for countless hours.

And as an adult, I've gotten a few
parking tickets.

OK, maybe more than a few.
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Each and every time I failed, I felt....
Sad,

Embarrassed,

hurt,

angry,
lost,
and

disappointed.
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I would tell myself I wasn't smart, I
lacked intelligence, and 1 was
completely worthless.

I felt like I wasn't good enough.
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............................... So, I decided

I WAS NOT EVER GOING TO
FAIL AGAIN
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I wasn't going to try anymore.

No more riding my bike.

No more taking any tests.

No more driving my car.

Any time there was a 0.1% chance
I might fail, I wouldn't even try.
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That way, I would never have to fail
again.
Sounds amazing, right?
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No

It's actually kind of awful.
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You see, failure is a
And guess what? It
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part of life.
is OK to fail
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In fact, failure is cool.
Let me prove it to you.
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When 1 was in the 4th grade,
there was a contest to see who
could give the best speech.
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I gave a speech about

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr

I thought it was excellent!

But another kid won.

I could have stopped trying because I
didn't win.

Because I failed.
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I did try again, and guess what?
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I've now given speeches in 47
different states, to more than 500,000
people!
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Imagine if | had been too seared afraid
to try again.
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What would
have happened
then,
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| would have missed out
on so many ......
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opportunities, eppertunities;eppertunities;

relationships; relationships, relationships;

and-friendshipsrelationships; and friendships
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You see, failure is not final.
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It's a part of the process.
It's a part of the process. It's a part of the
process.
It's a part of the process. It’s a part of the
process.
It's a part of the process.

It's a part of the process.

It's a part of the process.
It's a part of the process.

It's a part of the process.

It's a part of the process.
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Because every time you fail, you grow.

You don't see it in the moment, but it's
happening.

And the more you fail, the more you grow.
When you don't fail, guess what?
You don't grow.
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successfully

So, | want to teach you how to fail
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1- When you fail, it doesn't mean
YOU are a failure.
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2. You can learn from every failure.
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3.Failure is not final unless you let it
be.
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4. Failure can give you the tools to
achieve your goals.
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I know failure seems scary.
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That it's not fun.
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What if you didn't try?
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Sure, you'd never fail.

But you'd also never succeed.
You'd never become who
you want to be.

Your true best self.
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SO, WHAT'S NEXT?
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Try, fail, get back up, learn from it,
try again, and don't give up!
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You owe it to yourself.
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Outro for grownups
Now that you have finished this book on faliure, you may
be wondering how to keep the conversation going. Well,
here are some helpful questions you and your kiddo can
explore together.
1. How does it feel when you fail?
What has failure taught you?
Has there ever been a failure that made your life
better?
Is faliure ever avoidable?
How can failure be useful?
Is it ever OK to just give up and stop trying?
How would you encourage someone else who
has failed?
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About the Author

Dr. Laymon Hicks (he/him) wrote this book for
every young Laymon Hicks, the kid who feared
failure. As he grew older, he realized that failing did
not mean he was a failure—a message he hopes each
reader of this book learns

As a speaker, Dr. Hicks has spoken in 47 states and
travels the nation sharing his personal "frustrations,
flops, and faults" with his audiences. He reminds
them that real motivation comes from within. From
wanting more. From needing to do better. From
believing you deserve better

Failure is universal, and Dr. Hicks wants young
people to embrace their failures and develop
resilience

He believes most are one failure away from a great
success story
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