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Bara Basti

This is the fourth book in the series written by
Pashto writer Safia Haleem. She studied
Pashtoon Communities in Various parts of
present day India in 2003/4 while working for the
BBC. She met those Pathans who have now
integrated in the society like the rest of Muslims
living in India, but having their traditions and
identity.

About 100 km from Delhi the road going
towards Buland Shahar District takes you to a
chain of villages by the Ganga River. They are
known as Bara Basti, which roughly translates
as twelve villages. This area is near Muradabad
and Meerut and were established by one
Pashtoon Tribe of Dawoodzais. In the 16"
Century during the time of Sher Shah Suri, the
first settlement was inhabited by families who
built Mud forts ( Garrhi) and lived as villagers
rearing horses brought from the north of
Afghanistan. In the Mughal period some of their
powerful leaders provided trained soldiers and
took part in various battles to expand the empire
. The uprising of Khan Jehan Lodi against the
Mughal King Shah Jehan was supported by
Darya khan married and settled in Bara Basti.
The 12 villages which originated the name of
this place have multiplied in to nineteen and
several Garrhis are no more there due to the
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Ganges water erosion and migration. Bassi,
Bagrasi, Chandyana, Khanpur, Hassan pur,
Poth , Bahadur Garrh , Sher pur, Pulwarra,
Mohammad pur, Daulat pur, and Grora were the
original villages. The author interviewed people
from that area and compared the information for
facts with other historical sources. She was
helped by the academics of Jawaharlal Nehru
University and Jamia Millia Islamia in Delhi.
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