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The city was swept off the face of the vailey by Changez (or

Genghis) Khan, the Mongol, early ia the 13th century. It is said that one
ol s grandsons, Mutugen, son of Jaghatai, was killed in the action where

the Mongolian hords were besiceging

Jalalud - Din. son of Alaud - Din
Mohammed Khwarnizmshah in the citadel of Bamian. When the town surr-

ended, Changez, in revenge, ordered that no hving being, man or animal,

. -1, '

was o e spared he ruined town was then nime! Mao - Baligh, that is

:

“the bad town,”. Bamean, thouch now a commercial centre. has not! been

aole to attaia 1's past gloiy The trade route which once connected Kabul

vih provinces «f Bulkh and Kataghar ,now posse scme 1S miles north

through the Sixari Pass and this too has greatl aflceted its importan.e
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the sea. To the south lies the magnificent snow -

ind 2000 feet above
capped array of Koh -i- Baba, running to 16000 and 17000 ft. Rocky and
toothbreaking, as may be most ol the passes, !i’!L‘_\ arc all Phlull(;lf\lc al
certain times and seasons, but for months they are closed by deep snow
of winter months and suffer from the fierce terror of blizzards. The deep
valleys traversing this storm—ridden plateau are often exceedingly beauti-

ful and form a strange contrast to the dull and barren rocky ridges that

les.

appear on all sic
It is the mystry of its unrecorded history and the local evidences of the
departed glory of Buddhism, which renders Bamian the most nteresting

valley of Afghanistan. Bamian, though to day complctely in ruins, speaks

eloquently of its one—time grandeur Each vear has seen some SIriking

revelation of 1ts history or some beautiful addition to the magnificent
collection in the Museum of Kabul. Much still remains to be excavated
to throw more light on the deeper secCrets of its past histor

Massive ruins still look down from the bordering chifs, and for Six or
seven miles these cliffs are pierced by an infinity of cave dwellings. Little

’

1s left ol nt city. except its acropolis (known as Shar -1- Ghulghola-

the ancient

the city of uproars), which crowns an isolated rock in the middle of the
vallev. Enormous figures ol Buddha (53 and 35 meters high, with smalle:
ones in different directions) are carved out of the sedimentary rocks on
the sides of the Bamian gorge. Once coated with cement or plaster and
passibly coloured and gilded, these images must have appeared strongly to
the imagination oI the weary pilgrims, who prostrated themselves at then
feet. ““The golden lines sparkie on every side,”” says Huwen Tsang, who

saw them in the vear 630 A. D., when he counted more than ten monas-
teries and a thousand monks in the valley of Bamian.

Of the two massive images. the smaller, over 100 feet in height, is the
older. It seems!that it was begun in the second century A. D., probably
under the patronage of Buddhism by Kanishka the Graet. The bigger one
of about 160 feet is of a later date, probably the fourth or fifth century
A.D. The niches of the Buddha contain marred but still beautiful frescoes,
dating from about the same period. They are very interesting from the

archaeological point of view, as they show an important stage in the long

process that brought the Buddhist art of India to Afghanistan and blended

4.
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BAMIAN

By Mohammed Al

Alghanistan 1S a remarkable storehouse of : nitquities, only partly touched

hand of modern science. The Buddhist stupas and monasteries and

especially the massive statues of Buddha carved out of rocks at Bamian

are still the wonders of tourists and scholars from all parts ol the world.
|

Situated. as it IS, 1n the heart of Asia at the Crossroads between North
and South, East and West, afghanistan became even in distant ages the
meeting ground of different nations and of various civilizations Arvan

(Or Bactrian), Achaemenian. Greek. Kushan and Buddhist. The result was

1

the birth of a hybrid culture that found its expression in different schools

Ol art employing a technique ungnestionably borrowed irom foreigners.

but modified and moulded according to local requirements

’

Greek culture
found 1ts way into the Bactrian art in the fourth century B. C, when the
country became a part of the vast Macedonian Empire and came into
direct touch with Greek philosophy and culture. Later on, in the middle
of the third century B. C, during the davs of Asoka the Great, Buddhism
found 1ts wav into the country. It was on the Afghan soil that Greek
realism mungled with Indian mysticism and thereby a new school of art
came into being, known to the historians by the name of Gandahara
School or more properly Graeco - Buddhist School of Gandahara. which
has undoubtedly its center at Hadda, six miles south of modern Jalalabad.
As one goes from Hadda towards Peshawar, Taxila and Lahore. the
Gandahara specimens lose the striking beauty that characterises the Specis

mens of Hadda

In the second century A. D. when Kanishka the Great came to power,
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