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Jamalud-din was a prolific writer. He wrote letters, spoke

much,
and thereby transformed into miniature Jamal-ud-din all those who came

4

Into contact with him. He never claimed to be a leader or a renewer.

i

yet no one in his time has stirred the soul of Islam so deeply as he did.

His spirit 1s still working in the world of lslam and nobody knows
when and how it will end

Jamal - ud - cin 1s the author of many book’s. most important am
these being his treatise * In Repl to the Naturalist3”, published
in India_ in the vear 1879 in the Urdu language . Sheik A bdul
translated it Into Arabic and 1t was printed several times. In
the first chapter of his book Jamal-ud - din expounds Darwin's tl eory of
evolution and then sets forth various rguments against 1it. A Frend

transiation of this valuable work by M. Goichon appeared in 1942 w

the the title “*Refutation des Materialistes”

Jamal-ud-din’s personality permeates through his  writings
and as he w 1S deadly \‘;)g\«)\c\! (O wesiern ‘x‘:;’;‘l'-lil\lﬂ. Nnis writiings ¢o
taln some bitter criticisms and comments of British atrocities i
various parts of the world. The fiery temperament of the Savid. his
indomitable will and courage could not be lulled or subdued by Britisl
5!“!‘ Or repressions

Istanbol was to remain his home for the rest of his lite. He accep

the iInvitation of Sultan Abdul Hamid a second time and moved to his

court at Constantinople. In the peginning all went well with him and he

was ratsed to the nobility. But Sayid's sharp criticism of Abdul Hamid’s

government, his demand for reforms, and especially his denunciation of
the conservative Ulama could not be ignored or tolerated. Gradually he
came (o be treated as a political prisoner and was not allowed to move
freely or leave the country. A terrible disease kept him from writing and
he ceased to take an active part in social gatherings. Confined to his bed,
the malady increased until it culminated in his death ‘in 1897. Some even
think that he was secretly done away with and was poisoned )y the orders
of the Sultan. He was buried at the Turkish capital, but in 1944 his
remains were removed to Kabul and interred within the campus of the

Kabul University, where a fine mausoleum is being built over it.
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. as a man . quite different stamp a versatile
genius | outstandin icader and politician, an eminent writer and
l  feq S JOUrT and orator. He w: one of the most advanced
Muslims of his time, both in religious thought and action \ perfect
masic] neard a ! mpi al Mushn lany {RCS 111¢
endowed with the n ning cloquence, his restless soul co
remain content ot iined 0o one place. He migrated fro: » countn
O another. m | 1Iery Specc e, exD 1IN Dhi Ophy tHing I
Musiims (o rise - thelr present n 1S and responsibilities. and unit
agat west perialise ! Xtel ol IS nfiluence either In
past oi ) ine yresent world s | O be ;\r‘.‘,;n.'.' gaug S0me o
P ‘ men and leaders In India. Egypt, Iran and 1 ey came ¢
his nf] ce . C PIrous called his follo 5. d0me ol (he

theol r f 1n S 1S Multi She Mohamme
A bduh 1114 11 large nbcr the men of ger generati
wh later becan it polhit) | s, such as Zaehlol Pasha |
Egypt, were ng his disciples

But among Jama'-ud Din,s disciples, however, 1t is Abdul vho tops tl
Ii\'. and CSCIVes SpPCe .': notice. | i IS d INasic IS LISt "‘E_IL".‘ .
was reall revol gainst the g1t of the Ulama. He was 1n favou
ol ¢ i resi ientation of the Fait ne : ireccdom 1O reinicipret inc

Islamic law 1| { lig f advancing experience. He was man ol
ireat oreadth aependence nd nonility of mind, and even as a vou
teacner | \} - Azhar Ul .\"\i‘.'\. IC iad ricq (0 Introduce a broader
nd more philosophical concepts of religious education. Later in exile he
collaborated with Jamalud-din in a serious religious, semi-political journal
catled Al Urwatul wusga® to which a referencc has alieady been made
In 1888 he returned to Egypt, and then in spite of strong opposition

from the conservative Ulama and poliucal opponents, he exerted by his

character and his teaching an immense influence upon the new gencration

Abduhu was like his teacher a modernist In the sens¢ that he urged the

thought., confident that in the long run i1t could not

pursuit of modern

undermine but only confirm the religious truth of Islam




4
‘4

what was gomng on i his motheriand , decided once more to leave

Afghanistan. He came to India, but the British woulc

stay there for a long tume. His controversies with

leaders., including Sir Savid Ahmad Khan. the founder of

i not allow him to

some of the Indian

the Muslim College

at  Aligarh, and his activities in political field soon made Jamal-ud-Din a

-

persona non grala. It was at this time that news was brought to him

that Azam Khan, Sher Ali's brother and rival, had |
was in possessicn ¢of Kundehar. Ve left for Afghanist
ceeihved ) INC NEW Amir at the last menuoned
irrumph  was  shortlhived. A vear later Sher Al
Kandahar aod Kabul and
country, The Savid, though warmly received by the An

stay there any longer

he upper hand and
in - and was warmily

ri\,\\ HLL[ \/LG’.‘\

was able 1o take

establish his authon'y over the whole ol the

ur. did not wish to

He came Lo India i third !iTI‘.\_" agdain (o D¢ yrdered to leave
ine country [ he .\x_-.lki went 1o Egy pt then 1n ¢ throes ol great
crisis. He was very much upset with the general degradation of the
Egyptians and set up his mind to launch his programme of reforms.

[his brought him into conflict with the Uama.

them rose against him, and seeing their iniluence at a

A large number of

low ebb. called him

1 renegade, a rebel against Islam. The political clique, afraid of the growing

influence of the Savid, joined hands with the Ulama and
to leave the country. He wanted to go to Hejaz, but at the 1
e, proceeded to ( onstantinople (now Ist inbol). The Caliph :
IVvCd ne \‘.l_‘.!~.;. with SYCIry mars of resnect I.l'li\ L roused ;!1

Fahimi Elfendi, Sheikhul-Islam, who finding his influe

excommunicated him. The Sayid had no choice but

lhus began his sojourns to lran. Russia. France and En

gradually their relations got strained. The Shah woulc

counsels and would say, “You have nothihg but comp

forced Jama'-ud-Din
nvitation of the Por-
ind his minister rece-
e jealousy ol Hassan
1ICC f.‘.‘!!‘- ‘1
y leave the country.

— 11
gland. Nasirug-din,

shah ol Persia, at first treated him with every mark of respect. But

i not listen to his

laints and (HH'\ ISMS

of my government. Like a dove you are cooing all the time.” At Paris,

the Savid started an Arabic paper "L rwatu wusga ™ witl

us Egyptian friend and student. Sheikh Abduhu. It wa

iscussions with some of the prominent Franch and

the cooperation of
S here that he had

English scholars
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Savid. being disgusted




destruction of Baghdad by the Mongoliar

N nordaes. the

conservative, fatalistic and pessimistic a
judgment or adaptation.

ticim which bhinked actualities. enervated

all kinds of superstition. From its high state

and inspiration, mysticism had fallen d

nd would not allow any

the people and

. o> d "“..r'\"\'

Wn (oa mere

\ l"\.\ .HnC

I he masses of Islam were swayed by the ki

kept them
ol \f‘i];

means ol ¢

extiremely

ireedom of
\d of mvs-

steeped 1In

the 1gnorance and the cr . I the people. It graduall ind mnvisib
unnerved the will ¢ Isl: and sotfiened 1t e CXIC Ol SCCXiIng &1el
from the rigorous discinline S ictate ) 1af | n |
It Ndas O . \nr'f i SO i IS ] | glorm WC=-
ment Dlac | r ler ) ¢ eligiou s1d
It appeal 10! tNe YUril { ' ¢ IOuUs Del { P LLICC
raising ! Lhe intellectual stangarJ exte { odernization
ication. On the political side. it aim 1151 ! sial rd of hivin
removing the causes of division between the Mus:ims ai niting then
in detence of the Fait Strange that the protag St Ol hese Vi
iportant movement vas a \fg Sa famal-ud-Din bt 1ame
vho had never be 0 a SChe 0 nocern lines. Mq D ( oral
p nalg '.Hl $ 105 O 1NH¢ ‘\1 .\!il'l"l‘w ‘l OvVeE - { .! rose I TCVYOILL
120105t ¢ "']\!l' .‘?"l.( { i nd 1L “‘l\ ] .\’ ISHHETS O g roac A !]',II
of the modern worl His missi Vas ope ¢ eye of the Mushms
o the spinit c¢f Islam which umed L conquest o natter ‘
not flight [from it. His untiring campaigns throughout the Muslim world
had far reaching results and profoundly stirred Muslim and helped awakening
East against European imperialism. At the same n his elforts and

views contributed to a large extent

revolution and the revolt of the *'You:

Hamid's J:ﬁ‘\U\lL

dayid Jamal-ud Din Afghani was bori

at a place called Assadabad, in the
modern city
and a man of great influence. Up to the

Khan to power, he was the independent

had him removed to Kabul. At this time Savid

Kunar valley

coming of Amir

- ’ ‘ e ¢
NOA tar |

of Jalalabad. His father Savid Safdar was an cminent

ruler of his principality. 1

ar 1834
rom the

\'\““('l.l |

Dost Mohammed

ne Amir

Jamal-ud-Din was hardly

.
5




of dismemberment was going on within the country such as had gone on
i Germany during the middle ages under the feudal system
dersia, lTurkey’s next-door neighbour, was not in a better position.

Since the beginning of the nineteenth century it ha become a bone of
contention between England, Russia and Napoleon. Some of her richest

provinces such as Georgia, Mingrelia, Daghistan, Shirwan, Karabagh and

Falish were successfullv severed from 1t and she was made to sign the
humiliating reaty ot G 5 in 15l

In India the British by this ume had overrun the greater part of the
Oou re ng ¢ >atl 1€ re S nlanni O

designing ! oust the Briti h  from the Indian soil
Internall A ] volved 1 105. The fratic vars between
! yowerd ' 5 he Durr s and Barakzais, which ragged o
with nanalc ! nol in jua O 1 centur i ymplete
sapped the resources o T itry and rel nade 1t an easv pre
for foreign intrigues | aggression

ind Japan did not feel themselves immune from European dominati

In all the Muslim countries the Western invasions and penetrations
(S, both In tne field of politics and rehigion.

I'he political weakness of the Muslims was explained by the Ulama as the

consequence of loss of belief inthe tenents of Islam and corruption of
practice, while the vounger generation, im>ued with modern educauon and

dazzled with European progress in  various fields, were und

—

CI

impression that the rigidity of Islam was chiefly responsibie to then

backwardness. They vere in favour of change and the necessity of
adapting Mushm institutions and practices to meet the changing
conditions of the world.

F’he Ulama. no doubt, had always been a source ol great strength to

Islam. But during the course Of centuries and especially after the

~
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