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Mona Wilson 
Afghan Aboriginal In Australia 

Mona Wilson (née Akbar) is a descendant of Jack Akbar who came to Australia some-
time in the late 19th century as an Afghan cameleer. He married Lallie an Aboriginal 
Wongai from Western Australia in South Australia. Mona Wilson and her family are of Af-
ghan and Aboriginal heritage.  
 
Mona was born in Renmark, SA, on February 28th, 1930. Eldest of 4 to Jack and Lallie. 
Mona spent her childhood and young adulthood in Renmark, travelling to Adelaide each 
year to attend Mosque with her father. After his death she moved to WA to be near her 
mother's country. Due to WA policies of the time, her children were removed from her 
care and she and her partner relocated to Victoria where she remained until after his 
passing. The entire family were not reunited until the 1980s. Mona was involved with 
many community organizations in her later life and left a legacy of love, peace, reconcilia-
tion and education of self. Her favourite saying...You are never too old to learn something 
new! 
 
Mona Akbar passed away in 2016 when she was 86 years old. In the eulogy given at her 
funeral, a friend of Mona wrote: "The biggest thing I remember is her smile. Welcoming, 
bright, cheerful and encouraging. Positive and upbeat. It drew people in and once en-
gaged her eloquent story-telling abilities usually kept them spellbound, sometimes for just 
a few minutes, other times for hours. She was generous with her knowledge, always hap-
py to share what she knew". 
 
A community tribute Facebook page is developed by Mona's grandchildren and friends 
who are descendants of Aboriginal Afghan Cameleers. The page is called "a place to 
share stories, photos, videos and memories of Mona Wilson, nee Akbar". 

Afghan Embassy Facebook Page – Canberra  
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