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-AL  condition, arrive —arriveal deny —denial refuse — refusal
quality — -
approve — approval propose —proposa.l dismiss = dismissal
-ANCE / ENCE attend —attendance  prefer — preference  refer — reference
action, state, N N - -
condition or quality accept —acceptance Insure = Insurance exist —existence
-ATION / TION educate — education  eliminate — combine —
action or resulting N elimination combination
state {nform — E—
information declare - immigrate —
declaration immigration
~SION action or confuse — confusion  divide —division impress — impression

resulting state - — - — .
decide — decision revise — revision profess—profession
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Examples:
® -ism = condition, state, -« Hyperthyroidism, g —tion(&Jla)
of theory Darwinism, Mendelism
m -tion = condition - Contraction, relaxation ° 'iSt(M)
m -ist = specialist « Psychiatrist [ —er(a)l.{)ua.édbé)
m -er =onewho - Radiographer

m -ity = quality « Sensitivity, conductivity
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Noun Sutfixes

TABLE 2-1 Suffixes That Mean “Condition Of”

SUFFIX EXAMPLE DEFINITION OF EXAMPLE

-ia phobia persistent and exaggerated fear
FO-bé-a

-ism alcoholism impaired control of alcohol use
AL-ko-hol-izm

-sis* acidosis acid condition of body fluids
as-i-DO-sis

-y tetany sustained muscle contraction
TET-a-né

*The ending -sis may appear with a combining vowel, as -osis, -iasis, -esis, or -asis. The first two of these denote an abnormal condition.
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TABLE 2-2 Suffixes for Medical Specialties

SUFFIX MEANING EXAMPLE DEFINITION OF EXAMPLE
-ian specialist in a field of study physician practitioner of medicine (from root
fi-ZISH-un physi/o, meaning “nature”)
-iatrics medical specialty geriatrics study and treatment of the aged (from
jer-e-AT-riks root ger/i, meaning “old age"”)
-iatry medical specialty podiatry study and treatment of the foot (from
po-DI -a-tré root pod/o, meaning “foot")
-ics medical specialty orthopedics study and treatment of the skeleton and
or-tho-PE -diks joints (from root ped/o, meaning
“child,” and prefix ortho, meaning
“straight”)
-ist specialist in a field of study cardiologist specialist in the study and treatment of
kar-de -OL-0-jist the heart (from root cardi/o, meaning
“heart”)
-logy study of physiology Study of function in a living organism
fiz-e-OL-0-j& (from root physi/o, meaning “nature”)
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Adjective suffixes
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TABLE 2-3 Suffixes That Mean “Pertaining to” or “Resembling” 6“5

SUFFIX EXAMPLE DEFINITION OF EXAMPLE

-ac cardiac pertaining to the heart
CAR-de-ak

-al skeletal pertaining to the skeleton
SKEL-e-tal

-ar muscular pertaining to muscles
MUS-ku-lar

-ary dietary pertaining to the diet
di-e-tar-e

-form muciform like or resembling mucus
MU-si-form

-ic* metric pertaining to a meter (unit of measurement) (Fig. 2-3)
ME-trik

-ical (ic + al) anatomical pertaining to anatomy
an-a-TOM-i-kl

-ile febrile pertaining to fever
FEB-ril

-oid toxoid resembling toxin (poison)
TOK-soyd

-ory respiratory pertaining to respiration
RES-pi-ra-tor-eé

-0us venous pertaining to a vein

VE-nus
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1. salivary (pertaining to saliva) —ary

2. Pelvic (pertaining to the pelvis)-ic

3. Neurotic (pertaining to neurosis)-tic

4. Fibrous (pertaining to fibers)-ous

5. Epileptiform (resembling epilepsy)-form
6. ovoid (resembling an egg)-oid

7. Topical (pertaining to a surface)-al

8. Virile (masculine)-ile

9. Vocal (pertaining to the voice)-al

10. Surgical (pertaining to surgery)-al
11. nuclear (pertaining to a nucleus)-ar
12. urinary (pertaining to urine)-ary

13. circulatory (pertaining to circulation)-ory
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® genesis to genetic

® (Osmosis to osmotic

® Osteoporosis to osteoporotic
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TABLE 2-4 Plural Endings

WORD ENDING  PLURAL ENDING SINGULAR EXAMPLE PLURAL EXAMPLE

a ae gingiva (gum) gingivae
JIN-ji-va JIN-ji-ve

en ina foramen (opening) foramina
f&-RA-men fo-RAM-i-na

ex, ix, yx ices appendix (something added) appendices
a-PEN-dix a-PEN-di-sez

is es diagnosis (identification of disease) diagnoses
di -ag-NO-sis di-ag-NO-séz

ma mata stigma (mark or scar) stigmata
STIG-ma stig-MAT-a

nx (anx, inx, ynx)  nges phalanx (bone of finger or toe) phalanges
fa-LANKS fa-LAN-jéz

on a spermatozoon (male reproductive cell)  spermatozoa
sper-ma-to-ZO-on sper-ma-t5-Z0-a

um a ovum (egg) ova
O-vum O-va

us i embolus emboli

EM-bo-lus EM-bo-Ii
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. vertebra (bone of the spine) (Fig. 2-4) vertebrae
. ganglion (mass of nerve tissue)

. omentum (abdominal membrane)

. testis (male gonad)

. lumen (cenftral opening)

. matrix (background substance; mold

. serum (liquid)

meninx (membrane around the brain and spinal cord)
9. focus (center)

10. pelvis (bony hip girdle)

11. adenoma (tumor of a gland)
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- Puncture a Permanent 3 .
: Repair by suturing
cavity opening

Surgical removal

Incision Surgical repair Crushing stone
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