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Benazir's ouster ruined peace efforts in Afghanistan : Babar

~ KHARACHI : Former interior minister Neaseerullah Babar has said the
- dismissal of Benazir Bhutto's government by President Farooq Leghari has
- hampered peace efforts in Afghanistan.

. "When 1 was involved .in the Afghanistan peace process, we almost
' clinched an agreement on a ceasefire between the Taleban and other
j groups,” he said in an interview on Saturday. "The Taleban were flexible,
- and had our government remained in power, there would have been peace in
~ Afghanistan” claimed: Babar, who headed a shuttle mission between the
- warring factions. Two_days before the sacking of the PPP government on
' November 5, he had a five-hour meeting on Afghanistan with Leghari who
' totld him to go to Afghanistan, added the minister. "But obviously I could
* not go becuse our government was dismissed,” he said.

. "We never tried to break the anti-Taleban alliance. Pakistan has never
interfered in their internal affairs. But as friends, we keep on assisting
~them to come to an understanding. We never wanted the division of
. Afghanistan on ethnic lines as there are Uzbeks, Tajiks, Pushtoons and
others. There should be a unified state which also favours us," he said.
~ Babar said he favoured Taleban control in Afghanistan, adding that the
. country must have a federal structure with representation to every
. province. "The rise of the taleban is of great advantage to Pakistan. This is
| the first time there is a government which has no links with India or

3 anybody else," he remarked.
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